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Course description:  The Senior English 7 course is designed to help improve your understanding of the major ELA skills set: reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing, and representing that will better prepare you for entry-level college preparatory work.  It will also provide you with the necessary prerequisite skills in reading, research, writing, public speaking, and socializing to do well in E8 as well as college.

There will be a literary focus on the thematic study of cultural identity, the individual, and relationships all of which we will connect to the world, self, and other literary works.  

Second and Third Marking Periods TBD

Grading:

Please note that for ONLY the first Marking Period you will receive a letter grade:

E-Excellent 


Student earning 90+ grade

S-Satisfactory


Student earning 75-89 grade

N-Needs Improvement

Student earning 65-74

U-Un-Satisfactory

Student earning 55-64

Papers, Presentations, and Exams and Projects 50%

You will be expected to produce reflective, responsive and research based writing and presentation based on rubric.  All papers must follow appropriate format for grading.  All papers will receive a letter grade.

Quizzes: 20%

You will be expected to turn in homework on time (see policy for late work).

Classwork, Participation: 30%

You are in a college preparatory class please stay on task remain engaged through class discussion and class assignments.

All written assignments will receive a letter grade

DOE Lettter Grades:

A+-100


A 96

A- 92



B+ 89


B 86

B- 82

C+ 79


C 76

C- 72

D+ 69


D 65

Our Readings

For each text, we will examine:

· Our own experiences and interpretations of the text

· Literary elements within each text (character, theme, setting, tone, etc.), both those that are universal and those that are specific to each genre

· The author’s writing style, use of language, and strategies

· The influences of culture, time period, the author’s background, and literary period on the text
Writing Evaluation

For your writing, you will be evaluated by the following:

· Thesis development

· Logical organization (especially transitions, introductions, and conclusions)

· Development of ideas, which includes balancing generalizations with specific supportive detail and evaluating which examples and quotations best develop the thesis

· Rhetorical strategies that can be used to persuade the reader (controlling tone, use of a consistent voice, emphasis created through parallelism and antithesis)

· Vocabulary use and word choice

· Variety in sentence structure

· Writing conventions (grammar, punctuation, etc.)

· Development of your writer’s voice, which includes diction and tone

Coursework: Marking Period 1

· Study of William Shakespeare’s Sonnets

· Study of Drama Terms

· Study of Othello
· Projects may include: rewriting an Act in Othello, Creating your own Sonnet, Creating a DVD

· Essay may be comparative, critical, or analytic

· Quizzes on assigned readings, sonnets, and drama terms

· Participation may include re-enacting a scene, debating, constructive criticism, Q&As

Marking Periods 2 and 3 will be announced

Materials needed: (we can use a special folder if you cannot acquire a binder)
· Loose leaf paper

· Pens/pencils

· Reading materials at all times

Requirements:

In order to better equip yourself for college and to maintain/improve your current GPA you must fulfill the following requirements:

In terms of Classroom Behavior and other Policies on how you should conduct yourself in room 236:  

CLASSROOM RULES/EXPECTED BEHAVIOR

· MUST follow Student Code of Conduct in Student/Parent Handbook (from behavioral to attire)
· MUST show respect to earn it from peers and instructor.
· MUST NOT use any communication/electronic devices. (NO EXCEPTIONS! Consider this your first written and verbal warning) All electronic devices will be collected and turned over to the Dean and result in parent’s meeting.
· MUST LISTEN attentively when teacher and peers are speaking. Raise your hands if you need to contribute to class discussions.

· MUST submit authentic work. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Students engaging in plagiarism will be immediately and appropriately reprimanded. 

· MUST come to class PREPARED-with books, assignments, and necessary writing equipment.

· MUST use pass to exit class in session. No passes will be issued to the cafeteria, guidance, or an administrator.  Students that need to see a guidance counselor or an administrator must do so during lunch and not during core classes. Exception to this rule: present appointment note from guidance/administrator.

· NO Food or Drinks allowed.
· Please always think that your parent/guardian/idol is in the classroom watching you! 
According to Sylvester: “Behavior – To earn respect from teacher and peers you must show it.  Students must remain focused on the work at hand at all times.  In terms of discipline if the need arises, the following guidelines will apply:

· Initial Incident – Verbal warning (except for electronic devices-NO TOLERANCE).

· Second Incident – Discipline referral and/or call to parent/guardian

· Third Incident – Discipline referral and Administration involvement

I reserve the right to call or email a parent or guardian at any point to discuss the progress, or lack of, concerning a student’s work or relating to attitude in class.

Lateness – Being late to class is a disturbance to your peers and the teacher, but mostly it affects your education.  Being prompt to class is essential to making the most of the time you are given.  You are expected to be in you seat and ready to begin (materials out) when the bell rings.  Disciplinary action will be taken as follows:

· First lateness – Verbal Warning (consider this your first warning)

· Second lateness – Call to parent/guardian

· Third lateness – Discipline Referral
Plagiarism –You know it--- don’t do it.  No tolerance.  No warning as this is a NO TOLERANCE RULE.

Work missed due to an absence:

You are expected to keep up with any work you miss.  If a student is going to be absent or has been absent, it is the responsibility of that student to get missed work and have it completed.  To obtain missed work contact guidance, have a friend get it, look at mshyde.net, or email me at nbousigardhyde@schools.nyc.org or natidred@aol.com.  I will be contacting home if your absences and/or lack of make-up work become a problem.  If you want to be treated as an adult, then you must act responsibly.

If a major paper or written assignment is due on a certain date and you cannot be in class, submit it to me via email (Life lesson #1: Always have a plan B).  This ensures that you will receive full credit for the assignment.

Late assignment policy:

· No excuse Late homework assignments – I will only accept late homework assignments one day (1) day after it is assigned with 20 points deduction.  After the second day it will be recorded as a zero and no longer accepted unless there is an extenuating circumstance.

· Essays, papers, or major assignments - Each day that the assignment is late, ten (10) points will be subtracted for each day.  I will accept major assignments passed three (3) days; however, if a student hands in an assignment after three days, the highest grade he/she can receive is 65%.  If a marking period should end, and the student has not handed in the assignment, they will receive a zero (0) and will not be able to hand the assignment.”

STARTING AND ENDING CLASS

· Please remain in seats until the bell rings for class dismissal.  Push in chairs for the next class.
ASSESSMENT DATES

To be determined

SIGNED CONFIRMATION OR UNDERSTANDING

12th Grade English Contract agreement (attached)

EMERGENCY INFORMATION

Each student must provide instructor with parent/guardian emergency contact and also student’s email.
Message to parents/guardian:

Please place an active role in your child’s education for all of our future.  Teachers cannot do their job without you, Students’ success = parents continuous involvement and support.

My Contact information:

Email: nbousigardhyde@schools.nyc.org

Phone: 718-937-4270 ext. 236

Personal Statement: 

If you can graduate from High School and transfer what you learned in any of my classes to college, but more importantly life, then I know I’ve done something efficient in the world of educators.
You or your parents may also feel free to contact me after school or email me.  

If you have a problem with an assignment or with something that affects your performance in class, please see me.  I want this to be a productive and rewarding year for you.
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Contact Information Form

Student Information:

Name ____________________________________________ ID# __________________

Address (street, city)_______________________________________________________

Birthdate __________________ Do you have a computer at home? _________________

11th Grade English Teacher_____________  Grade earned:_____________________

Parent/Guardian Information:

Name ____________________________________ Email ________________________

Home # ______________________________ Work # ____________________________

Cell # _______________________________ Best time to call _____________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ________________________

Home # ______________________________ Work # ____________________________

Cell # _______________________________ Best time to call _____________________

Comments or Concerns: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please sign below and return

I have read and understand the attached course requirements.

Student signature __________________________________________ Date __________

Parent/Guardian Print name:________________________________________________

Parent’s signature ____________________________________
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