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THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

                Joel I. Klein, Chancellor

              Information Technology High School

                                  21-16 44th Road Long Island City, NY 11101
Phone: 718-937-4270   Fax: 718-937-5236

                  Dr. Nancy E. Casella, Principal
English 11- College Preparatory Course Guide

Dear Students:


Congratulations on passing the English Language Arts Regents Exam.  Passing the ELA Regents Examination means that you have acquired the necessary prerequisite skills to do well and advance in E6:

Listening and writing for information and understanding, as assessed by:

· a written response (informative or persuasive) to a speech

· multiple choice questions on key ideas

Reading and Writing for Information and Understanding
· Interpret and analyze complex informational texts and presentations...

· Use a combination of techniques to extract salient information from texts.

· Make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas. iWrite research reports, feature articles, and thesis/support papers on a variety of topics.

· Present a controlling idea that conveys an individual perspective and insight into the topic

· Use a wide range of organizational patterns

· Support interpretations and decisions

Reading and writing for literary response, as assessed by:

· a written response to two paired literary texts

· ability to identify authors’ use of literary techniques and devices and use them to support a controlling idea.

· multiple-choice questions on key ideas, details, and vocabulary

Reading and writing for critical analysis, as assessed by:

· a written response to two works of literature

· ability to interpret critical lens and use two works of literature to support lens.

· ability to identify authors’ use of literary techniques and devices and use them to support a controlling idea
Proper use and follow the conventions of Standard Written and Oral English i.e. grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Ability to develop ideas when writing.

Ability to organize ideas when writing.

Mastery in Sequence of Plot
The second half of Eleventh Grade (E6) is very important to your academic record for College Preparatory; as you will (if not already) take the SATs, and learn the necessary oral, written, social, and cognitive skills to perform well in your senior classes and college. The nature of this course is to not only challenge you, but to also push you to stretch beyond what you already know and can do.  It requires self-regulation, motivation, dedication, correct mindset, respect, and responsibility to do well in this class.  We (parents, administration, guidance, teachers) want you to succeed and do well in this class, but ONLY you can do well and achieve a passing grade. Every student is a valuable asset to Room 236 learning environment regardless of his or her final grade earned.  Your grade is not equal to your value in this class or value as a person in our class or society.  However, it is a good way to assess where you came from but more importantly, where you are going.  

Course requirements and Guidelines

English 11: College Preparatory 2008-2009

Ms. Hyde

Course Objectives: 
· To manage your time efficiently and enhance responsibility

· To speak and write clearly, concisely, and effectively 

· To use technology to enhance research skills.

· To study the various movements and authors in the American Literary tradition

· To increase vocabulary, critical reading skills, and writing skills with emphasis on improvement of SAT verbal scores

· To continuously use self and peer-editing to produce high quality writing

· Hopefully you would have fun doing the above.

Materials needed: (we can use a special folder if you cannot acquire a binder)
· Loose leaf paper

· Pens/pencils

· A 3” loose-leaf binder (with tab dividers)

· Reading materials at all times

First Semester Requirements: Creating a College Portfolio

COLLEGE PORTFOLIO ASSIGNMENT: Tentative due dates subject to change

· 5pts. Register on Collegeboard.com 2/5/09

· 15pts. Gathering materials for your portfolio: binder with clear transparencies photocopies of awards/scholarships (originals can be included last for security reasons), latest transcript, and best-written/graded works (from all areas of academics). 2/9/09 Homework Assignment
· 20pts. Research the 3 top colleges of your choice that includes: 2/23/09
· Name, address, phone/fax, website of the college

· Your intended area of study and the head of that dept.

· Stats on the college such as: 2 vs. 4 yr, libraries, tuition, faculty, diversity, SAT scores, Financial Aid, Labs, Top Majors for BA, Student Union, Café, 

· Entrance requirements

· 5 best reasons why you want to go to EACH of three colleges. Basically, what are the 5 top criteria for selecting each college?  Try to find different criteria.

· 5 best reasons why these colleges should accept you and must be different from the above.

· Research any Scholarships that you may be qualified for

· 5pts. College Application filled out as much as you can. 2/10/09 print out and bring in to class as your homework assignment and we will complete it and file it in our binders.
· 10pts. Create a calendar of important dates such as PSAT, SAT, Early and Final College (Common) Application Deadlines dates for 3 colleges of choice. College fairs/tours, college visits with/out parents. 2/13/09 Homework assignment, bring it to class and file to binders.
· 20pts. Final Resume (you may use MS Word template) 2/28/09 (Classwork)
· 25pts. College Admission Essay (select question from Common College Application): TYPED 1 page on ITHS letterhead, 12pt Times Roman font, single space, headers, title 2/23/09 (Written Assignment Draft One will be checked and graded according to rubric). An Alpha grade will be applied to Essay.
Required Texts: 

Thematic schema:  “America and I’ “Cultural Identity”

This course is a literature and writing-based course on American Literary Scholars such as 

· Gish Jen (1956-Present) “In the American Society” 

· Anzia Yezierska (1885-1970) “America and I”

· Amy Tan (1952-Present) “Mother Tongue”

· Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960) “How It Feels to be Colored Me”

· Pat Mora (1942-Present) “Legal Alien”

· Aurora Levins Morales (1954-Present) and Rosario Morales (1930-Present) “Ending Poem”

· Ray Charles (1930-2004) “America the Beautiful”

· Vocabulary and Writing Workshop

· There will also be a response paper that will be completed in MLA format for each literary work.

Second and Third Marking Periods TBD

Grading Policy:

The breakdown is as follows:

Major papers, projects, tests = 50%

Quizzes = 20%

Homework = 15%

Class Work and Participation = 15%

All written assignments will receive a letter grade

Classroom Policy and Procedures:

ATTENDANCE
To verify an absence, a parent or guardian must provide written documentation or doctor’s note on the day the first day student returns to class.  Failure to submit verification for absence on test days will result in zero for the specific test.
MAKE-UP WORK

A student is allowed to complete make-up work for any absences that are VERIFIED (see attendance policy). It is the student’s responsibility to obtain make-up work upon returning from an absence or suspension; a two-day make-up period is allowed for each missed day.

Seating Arrangements: Teacher reserves the right to assign specific seats to students.

EXPECTATIONS/MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 
· Read and demonstrate understanding of texts
· Write short papers 
· Complete all assigned work and meet all deadlines 
· Speech or presentations
· Take and organize notes weekly
· Maintain a portfolio of personal reading and writing
· Check instructor’s website for assignments and instructions
· Create and Maintain your own Blog Page.
CLASSROOM RULES/EXPECTED BEHAVIOR

· MUST follow Student Code of Conduct in Student/Parent Handbook (from behavioral to attire)
· MUST show respect to earn it from peers and instructor.
· MUST NOT use any communication/electronic devices. (NO EXCEPTIONS! Consider this your first written and verbal warning) All electronic devices will be collected and turned over to the Dean and result in parent’s meeting.
· MUST LISTEN attentively when teacher and peers are speaking. Raise your hands if you need to contribute to class discussions.

· MUST submit authentic work. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Students engaging in plagiarism will be immediately and appropriately reprimanded. 

· MUST come to class PREPARED-with books, assignments, and necessary writing equipment.

· MUST use pass to exit class in session. No passes will be issued to the cafeteria, guidance, or an administrator.  Students that need to see a guidance counselor or an administrator must do so during lunch and not during core classes. Exception to this rule: present appointment note from guidance/administrator.
· NO Food or Drinks allowed.
· Please always think that your parent/guardian/idol is in the classroom watching you! 
According to Sylvester: “Behavior – To earn respect from teacher and peers you must show it.  Students must remain focused on the work at hand at all times.  In terms of discipline if the need arises, the following guidelines will apply:

· Initial Incident – Verbal warning (except for electronic devices-NO TOLERANCE).

· Second Incident – Discipline referral and/or call to parent/guardian

· Third Incident – Discipline referral and Administration involvement

I reserve the right to call or email a parent or guardian at any point to discuss the progress, or lack of, concerning a student’s work or relating to attitude in class.

Lateness – Being late to class is a disturbance to your peers and the teacher, but mostly it affects your education.  Being prompt to class is essential to making the most of the time you are given.  You are expected to be in you seat and ready to begin (materials out) when the bell rings.  Disciplinary action will be taken as follows:

· First lateness – Verbal Warning (consider this your first warning)

· Second lateness – Call to parent/guardian

· Third lateness – Discipline Referral
Plagiarism –You know it, then don’t do it.  No tolerance.  No warning as this is a NO TOLERANCE RULE.

Work missed due to an absence:

You are expected to keep up with any work you miss.  If a student is going to be absent or has been absent, it is the responsibility of that student to get missed work and have it completed.  To obtain missed work contact guidance, have a friend get it, look at my mshydewikispace.com or mshyde.net, or email me at nbousigardhyde@schools.nyc.org.  I will be contacting home if your absences and/or lack of make-up work become a problem.  If you want to be treated as an adult, then you must act responsibly.

If a major paper or written assignment is due on a certain date and you cannot be in class, submit it to me via email (Life lesson #1: Always have a plan B).  This ensures that you will receive full credit for the assignment.

Late assignment policy:

· Late homework assignments – I will only accept late homework assignments three (3) days after it is assigned.  Each day that the assignment is late, (10) points will be subtracted from the final grade.  After the third day it will be recorded as a zero and no longer be accepted unless there is an extenuating circumstance.

· Essays, papers, or major assignments - Each day that the assignment is late, ten (10) points will be subtracted from the final grade.  I will accept major assignments passed three (3) days; however, if a student hands in an assignment after three days, the highest grade he/she can receive is 65%.  If a marking period should end, and the student has not handed in the assignment, they will receive a zero (0) and will not be able to hand the assignment.”
STARTING AND ENDING CLASS

· Please remain in seats until the bell rings for class dismissal.  Push in chairs for the next class.
ASSESSMENT DATES

To be determined

SIGNED CONFIRMATION OR UNDERSTANDING

11th Grade English course agreement (attached)

EMERGENCY INFORMATION

Each student must provide instructor with parent/guardian emergency contact and also student’s email.
Message to parents/guardian:

Please place an active role in your child’s education for all of our future.  Teachers cannot do their job without you, Students’ success = parents continuous involvement and support.

My Contact information:

Email: nbousigardhyde@schools.nyc.org

Phone: 718-937-4270 

Personal Statement: 

If you can graduate from High School and transfer what you learned in any of my classes to college, but more importantly life, then I know I’ve done something efficient in the world of educators.
I am available after school should you need me.  You or your parents may also call the English office or email me.  You can also reach me through my website, which I will keep up-to-date.

If you have a problem with an assignment or with something that affects your performance in class, please see me.  I want this to be a productive and rewarding year for you.
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Contact Information Form

Student Information:

Name ____________________________________________ ID# __________________

Address (street, city)_______________________________________________________

Birthdate __________________ Do you have a computer at home? _________________

11th Grade English Teacher_____________  Grade earned:_____________________

Parent/Guardian Information:

Name ____________________________________ Email ________________________

Home # ______________________________ Work # ____________________________

Cell # _______________________________ Best time to call _____________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ________________________

Home # ______________________________ Work # ____________________________

Cell # _______________________________ Best time to call _____________________

Comments or Concerns: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please sign below and return

I have read and understand the attached course requirements.

Student signature __________________________________________ Date __________

Parent/Guardian signature ____________________________________
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