Ms. Hyde/ Ms. Gardner

E8 (Seniors) Mid-Winter Recess Writing Assignment  Due: February 22nd. 2010
Quote #1 Martin Luther King, Jr.
"Change does not roll in on the wheels of inevitability, but comes through continuous struggle. And so we must straighten our backs and work for our freedom. A man can't ride you unless your back is bent".

Quote #2 Martin Luther King, Jr.
"Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed".



Instructions: Read the following poem carefully. Annotate i.e. paraphrase each line in your own words for a better understanding of the poem.  Then select one of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s quotes above and apply it to the poem and the article we’ve studied in class Haitian Revolution: Black History and the Class Struggle No. 6. Toussaint L’Ouverture and the Haitian Revolution. 

The instructions and Rubric are located at mshyde.net.
Please type a one page paper 5 paragraphs, 12 pt. Font Times Roman. You must use evidence from both works to support the quote.

Claude McKay: If We Must Die (1919)



In 1919 there was a wave of race riots consisting mainly of white assaults on black neighborhoods in a dozen American cities. Jamaican-born writer Claude McKay responded by writing this sonnet, urging his comrades to fight back. It had a powerful impact, then and later.

For what reason does McKay say even a doomed resistance is worth while?


If we must die, let it not be like hogs
Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,
While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,
Making their mock at our accursed lot.
If we must die, O let us nobly die,
So that our precious blood may not be shed
In vain; then even the monsters we defy
Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!
O kinsmen we must meet the common foe!
Though far outnumbered let us show us brave,
And for their thousand blows deal one deathblow!
What though before us lies the open grave?
Like men we'll face the murderous, cowardly pack,
Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!

