Discussion Questions and Vocabulary on Chapter 4:

Vocabulary: Chapter 4

Punctilious 64

Disconcerting 65

Retribution 65

Somnambulatory 70

Denizen 74

1. Nick keeps a list of the party guests on a train schedule dated July 5, 1922.  Why did Fitzgerald include this section? This is Fitzgerald’s social comment on East versus West. Names like Leeches, Catlips, Smirks, and Hammerheads are very suggestive of the character of the kinds of people who attended the parties.  The people are snobbish, greedy users.  The date on the time table is important because it is the day after America’s birthday---and this is what has happened to the American Dream of prosperity and equality.  The time table also helps the reader place the novel in the setting of 1922.  Since Prohibition was in effect, we know the alcohol at the party is all illegal.

2. During a car trip, Gatsby tells his life story to Nick.  Why doesn’t Nick believe him?  What proof does Gatsby offer? Gatsby seems to hurry over his explanation of his life, and says he’s from San Fransisco but calls it the Midwest.  He does show Nick a medal of honor and a picture of himself at Oxford.  Gatsby is trying to establish his credibility before he requests a favor of Nick.

3. What other travelers are seen just after Nick and Gatsby cross the Queensboro Bridge? Why are they important?  A funeral procession passes just as Nick is thinking of the city’s bright promise, pointing out that everyone’s future ends with death, and possibly also alluding to the death of the American Dream.  Nick is just thinking of people’s awed reaction to Gatsby’s splendid car when three Negroes being driven by a white chauffeur in a limousine pass bay—a reminder that there are many kinds of “nouveau riche” people.
4. What is extremely unusual about Mr. Wolfsheim?

The reader gets the immediate impression that he is a ganster or bootlegger.  Once of his friends was shot in his presence.  His cuff links are mad out of human molars.  He asks Nick if he’s looking for a “gonnegtion.”

5. Note Wolfsheim’s comment about Gatsby, “He would never so much as look at a friend’s wife” (73). Why is this ironic? Gatsby is already trying to arrange to meet Daisy at Nick’s.

6. What crime does Gatsby say Wolfsheim committed? What is Nick’s reaction? Gatsby says that Wolfsheim fixed the 1919 World Series. Nick is flabbergasted.

7. What startling news does Nick discover about Daisy and Gatsby? They had been lovers in October 1917, but Daisy’s parents stopped her from going to NY to see him off to the war.  She married Tom despite the fact that she was still in love with Gatsby, who quickly used any ad all means to acquire the wealth he knew he would need in order to claim Daisy as his own.  He purposely bought the house across the bay to be close to her.

8. What did Daisy do the day before her wedding to Tom? She got drunk and said she’d changed her mind.  She was clutching a letter presumably from Gatsby.

9. What was Tom doing shortly after the wedding? Cheating on Daisy.

10. What favor is asked of Nick on Gatsby’s behalf? Gatsby wants Nick to invite Daisy to tea at his house, alone, so that he can see her again.

