	Literary Terms:
	Definition
	 Some Examples:

	Plot:
	The sequence of related events that take place in a story


	

	Exposition
	The beginning of a story; provides needed background info and introduces setting, characters, and sometimes conflict
	

	Rising Action
	The events in the story leading up the climax


	

	Climax:
	The turning point of action, when the reader’s interest reaches its highest point
	

	Falling Action:
	(dénouement) events in the story after the climax 


	

	Resolution:
	The end of the story in which the conflict is often resolved and loose ends are tied up
	

	Setting:
	The time and location in which a story takes place. For some stories the setting is very important, while for others it is not. 
	Place and time, weather or social conditions, mood or atmosphere

	Conflict:
	A struggle between (external) or within (internal) characters


	

	Man vs. Man
	Conflict that pins one character against another character


	

	Man vs. Society
	Conflict in which the values and customs by which the society is living are being challenged (usually by the main character). Sometimes the character may bring others around to a sympathetic view, or it may be decided that society was right after all (or wins anyway).
	

	Man vs. Self
	Internal conflict. A character is struggling with issues within him self. 
	

	Man vs. Nature
	Conflict is which a character experiences a run-in with the forces of nature. 
	

	Point of View:
	The perspective from which a story is told. 


	

	First Person:
	The narrator is a character in the story who can reveal only personal thoughts and feelings and what he or she sees and is told by other characters. The narrator can’t tell us the thoughts of other characters.  “I, me, my”
	

	Third-Person

Objective:
	The narrator is an outsider who can report only what he or she sees and hears. The narrator can tell us what is happening, but he can’t tell us the thoughts of the characters. “He, she, they”
	

	Third Person

Limited:
	Narrator is an outsider, but can see into the mind of ONLY one character (usually the main character). “He, she,they”
	

	Third Person

Omniscient:
	The narrator is an outsider but is all knowing and can see into the minds of various characters. ‘He, she, they”
	

	Characterization:
	The method used by a writer to develop a character. The author demonstrates characterization by describing the character’s: Qualities, Appearance, Actions, Beliefs, Thoughts
	

	Protagonist:
	Main character, but not always the hero of the story


	Walter Lee Younger: A Raisin in the Sun,  Holden Catcher in the Rye

	Antagonist:
	The opposing force to the protagonist; the antagonist is often another character, but can also be society.
	Society: Racisim

	Dynamic Characters:
	Character who experiences a basic change in character through events in the story
	Walter Lee Younger: A Raisin in the Sun

	Static Characters:
	Stays the same (or unaffected) by the events in the story
	Mama: A Raisin in the Sun

	Round Characters:
	Fully developed character, with many different sides and traits- bad and good- throughout the story.  We feel that we know this character so well, he or she has become a real person
	Walter Lee Younger: A Raisin in the Sun

	 Flat Characters:
	Not fully developed we only know one side of the character. 
	Travis in A Raisin in the Sun

	Theme
	Fundamental and often universal ideas that are explored in a literary work. 
	“Trying to achieve the American Dream” in  A Raisin in the Sun

Orwell’s theme is that absolute power corrupts absolutely

	Symbolism
	An object, an event, or a person that represents a larger idea or set of ideas. 
	The American flag symbolizes the country.  Darkness can symbolize evil or death. Color red symbolizes love

	Motif
	Elements of a story (dialogue, symbols, situations, etc) that keep reoccurring throughout the literary work to help develop and inform the text’s major themes. 
	The “rabbits” in Of Mice and Men are a motif to reinforce the idea of Lenny’s innocence.  “Silence, Mouth, References to stones” in Swallowing Stones

	Diction
	The word choice of the author. Words that help to convey different attitudes or tones. 
	

	Tone
	The apparent emotional state, or “attitude,” of the speaker/narrator/narrative voice, as conveyed through the language of the piece. Tone refers only to the narrative voice; not to the author or characters. It’s implied attitude toward its subject. (Serious, humorous, sarcastic, sympathetic, angry, solemn…)
	

	Mood
	The atmosphere or feeling of the literary work. The mood may be joyful, gloomy, suspenseful, etc…
	

	Style
	The way a writer uses language. This includes the way a writer forms sentences, the words he/she chooses to use, and the literary devices he/she choose to use. 
	

	Flashback
	Insertion of a scene or event that took place in the past, often appearing as a memory. A novelist may include a flashback to reveal a childhood incident in the life of an adult character. 
	

	Foreshadowing
	The use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in the literature.
	Kate Chopin’s “Story of an Hour” “know that Mrs. Mallard was afflicted with heart troubles”

	Irony
	The contrast between what is expected or what appears to be and what actually is. 
	

	Verbal irony:
	The contrast between what is said and what is actually meant.
	When a late-comer is told sarcastically,  “Thanks for joining us.”

	Situational irony:
	A situation or event that is the opposite of what is or might be expected. 
	It would be ironic if a lifeguard had to be saved from drowning. 

	Dramatic irony:
	When the audience or readers know more than the characters know
	

	Satire
	A type of writing that uses humor, irony, or wit to make a point. 
	“At this rate, we might as well dump garbage straight into the ocean if we’re not going to increase the penalty for polluting the environment. “

	Allegory
	The representation of ideas or moral principles by means of symbolic characters, events, objects, or plot. A narrative that serves as an extended metaphor.
	Arthur Miller’s ‘”The Crucible” uses the Salem Witch Trial as an allegory for the hunt for Communists in American during the 1950’s. 
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	Allusion
	A brief reference to a known or recognizable person, event, or place (real or fiction) or to a work of art/literature. Casual reference to a famous, historical, or literary figure. An allusion may be from history, geography, literature, or religion. 
	A Raisin in the Sun time when racial segregation existed. Incidents in the life of a Slave Girl time when slavery existed 

	Denotation
	The literal meaning of a word; the dictionary meaning. 
	“ Good night, sweet prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.” -Romeo & Juliet( rest = sleep )

	Connotation
	1)The implied meaning of a word, due to the context 

or

2) the emotional and imaginative association surrounding a word, often in reference to being positive or negative. 
	1)“ Good night, sweet prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.” -Romeo & Juliet ( rest = death)

2) Denotation:young female/Connotation: (+) girl, (-) chick 

	Simile
	A comparison between two unlike things using the words “like” or “as,” BUT not always.
	“Her eyes are as blue as the ocean”  “The moon was like firefly in the night sky”

Not Always example: “She hunched and struggled her way down the path, the way an old beggar woman might wander about.”

	Metaphor
	A comparison between two unlike things using forms of the verb “to be” (is, was, are…)
	“He is a pig.”          “I was his world.”

 “You are a witch. “

	Imagery

Tactile imagery--sense of touch. Aural imagery--sense of hearing. 

Olfactory imagery--sense of smell. Visual imagery--sense of sight. Gustatory imagery--sense of taste. 
	Language which describes something in detail, using words to substitute for and create sensory stimulation, including visual imagery and sound imagery. Also refers to specific and recurring types of images, such as food imagery and nature imagery. (Not all descriptions can rightly be called imagery; the key is the appeal to and stimulation of specific senses, usually visual. It is often advisable to specify the type of imagery being used, and consider the significance of the images themselves, to distinguish imagery from mere description.)
	“As I walked along the dark, quiet beach, the sand felt cool and smooth beneath my feet. I could smell the salty ocean air as the waves crashed furiously on the shore.”

	Personification
	Giving human qualities to animals, objects, or abstract concepts (Where an abstract concept, such as a particular human behavior or a force of nature, is represented as a person)


	“leaves danced along the branches”  “The sun smiled down on the village”

Abstract concepts: The Greeks personified natural forces as gods; for example, the god Poseidon was the personification of the sea and its power over man

	Hyperbole
	Exaggeration or overstatement
	“I’m so hungry I could eat a horse”

	Onomatopoeia
	A word that imitates the sound it represents
	Splash, wow, drip, bang, gush

	Alliteration
	The repetition of initial consonant sounds in neighboring words
	“And sings a solitary song that whistles in the wind” or “she sells sea shells by the sea shore.”

	Repetition
	The repeated use of a phrase or word to emphasize meaning or importance, or to create a dramatic effect
	

	Oxymoron
	Putting two contradictory words together. 
	Hot ice, jumbo shrimp, minor disaster.

Romeo describes love using several oxymorons, such as “cold fire,” “feather of lead” and “sick health,” to suggest its contradictory nature

	Poem
	Condensed literature or a composition in verse
	

	Speaker
	Speaker: The “voice” of a poem; not to be confused with the poet him/herself. 
	

	Paradox
	Where a situation is created which cannot possibly exist, because different elements of it cancel each other out
	Tale of Two Cities opens with the famous paradox, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.”

	Rhythm and Meter
	Rhythm is the pulse or beat in a line of poetry, the regular recurrence of an accent or stress. Meter is the measure or patterned count of a poetry line (a count of the stresses we feel in a poem's rhythm). The unit of poetic meter in English is called a "foot," a unit of measure consisting of stressed and unstressed syllables.
	

	Connotation
	The implied meaning of a word or an association that comes along with a particular word
	The ideas associated with gold, such as greed, luxury, or avarice, first, best, rich.

He went for gold. 

	Denotation
	The actual dictionary definition of a word
	The denotation of gold is a malleable, ductile, yellow element.


