Ms. Hyde ELA Regents Prep for Part III (3) of the exam.

Genres of Literature

In Part 3 of ELA Regents Exam, you will be asked to write about a couple of literary selections.  You will most likely be given one prose piece and one poem to read.  The prose piece will most likely be part or all of some narrative, or piece that tells a story.  Make sure that you are familiar with the types or genres, of narratives and poems described on the following Charts:

Types of Prose Narratives:

Short Story: is a brief work of fiction. 

Narrative Poem: is a verse that tells a story, Ballads are narrative poem divided in to four-line or six line stanzas.

Autobiographical Essay/Memoir: in this type the writer tells a true story from his or her own life.

Biographical Essay: in this type the writer tells a true story from someone else’s life.

Narrative Personal Essay: is a short non-fiction work about a single topic and may be autobiographical or biographical.  Usually, a narrative personal essay is written to make a specific point and uses a true autobiographical or biographical story to illustrate the point.

Journal or Diary: is a day-to-day account and may be true (a s in the case of The Diary of Anne Frank) or fictional (as in the case of The Diary of Adrian Mole, by Sue Townsend, or The Diary of Adam and Eve, by Mark Twain).  Book Length journals or diaries are often excerpted.

Myth: is a story with a god or goddess.  Often myths explain the origins or natural phenomena.  For example, the Greek myth of Archane explains the origin of spiders.

Legend: is a story, which may be partially or wholly true, about the hero or heroine.  The stories of King Arthur are legends but are mostly fictional.

Tall Tale: is a story with wildly exaggerated characters and events.

Anecdote: often true, is a very brief story told to make a point.

Types of Poems:

Narrative Poem: is a verse that tells a story

Dramatic Poem: is a verse that presents the speech of one or more characters in a dramatic situation.  In a dramatic monologue (Hamlet’s soliloquy), one character speaks.  In a dramatic dialogue, two characters speak.

Lyric Poem: is a short, highly musical verse that expresses the thoughts and emotions of the speaker.

Some Literary Elements Peculiar to Poetry:

Rhyme Scheme: The pattern of rhymes in a poem

Rhyme verse: is poetry with a regular rhyme scheme.

End Rhyme: is rhyming at the end of lines for example:

“For never was a story of such woe
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.”

Internal Rhyme: is what you see in most rap songs, but I can’t rap so here is a simple example: “I see a bumblebee”

Meter: the beat or rhythmical patter in a poem

Free verse: is poetry that does not have a set pattern of rhythm or rhyme.

Stanza form:

A Stanza: is a group of lines in a poem.

A couplet: is a two line Stanza (Shakespearean sonnets last two lines are couplets)

A triplet, or tercet: is a three-line stanza

A quatrain: is a four-line stanza

A quintain: a five-line stanza

A sestet: is a six-line stanza

An octave: is an eight-line stanza

A sonnet: is a poem with 14 lines having any of the number of different standard rhyme scheme, (usually done in iambic pentameter. Shakespeare’s sonnet abab, cdcd, efef, gg)

Notice the narratives can be fiction or nonfiction.  A work of fiction tells about imaginary people and characters.  A work of nonfiction, such as a memoir, biography, autobiography, tells about real people and characters.  Another genre, or kind of literature that you might encounter on the exam is satire, in which a write pokes fun at or puts down someone or something.  A satire can be in poetry or in prose.  There are many other genres of literature, including stage plays, fables, and proverbs, but those listed are the ones most likely to be used in Part 3 of the ELA Regents Exam.

Additionally, that the “Your Task” portion of the writing prompt requires that you refer in your essay to specific literary elements and techniques used in the selections.  Therefore, it is extremely important that you know what the major elements and techniques are and that you are able to recognize these in works of literature.  Please review your list of literary elements and use it as your guide or glossary when reading literary works for this part of the exam.

Review for Unified Essay and MCQs
Part II-A: Students again develop an essay on a general theme from two different documents, one prose, the other a poem. There are also approximately ten multiple-choice questions, the most on any section of the test. 
Here is a site that I found that can help you with practicing your skills for this part of the test.  
2nd Website on Task III by Ms. Welch
Welch's Task III
	The Task III is one of my favorite tasks.  Keep in mind while you are reading the two passages that you will be looking for a common theme, then describing literary techniques used by the author which support this theme.  The topic is given to you in the TASK.  You must add a little more to it to write a CONTROLLING IDEA.  The task might be to write about the influence of teachers on children's lives.  You would add to it to create the controlling idea, "Teachers can be a positive and powerful influence on children's lives."  This controlling idea can be referred to as a common theme that is found in the two authors' works.  

Read each passage carefully.  Write in the margin, mark up the text, highlight or otherwise indicate ideas and important passages.  

You are searching for:  1. the meaning of the text and 2. the literary techniques which convey the meaning.  Don't be afraid if you don't entirely understand a poem.  Are there words or lines that you understand?  Focus on those instead.  Look at the multiple choice questions.  Many times there are clues as to the meaning of the works within those multiple choice questions.  When you have read the passages and taken notes, create a block outline (see below).  Fill in the details that you wish to use in your essay.  You must find a common theme and tone (if tone is common), then write about the authors' use of specific literary techniques which support the common theme.  You should not give any details of literary techniques which do not support your controlling idea or common theme of the two pieces.
Again, be careful while completing the multiple choice questions.  Go back to the text to look for answers, and use process of elimination when necessary.
Write an introduction, three or more body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  Make sure that all of your paragraphs support your controlling idea.  When you refer to the two works, mention the titles and the authors' names.  Spell the authors' names carefully and correctly.  Write a topic sentence for each paragraph and use details to support the topic sentence.  
In the body of your essay you must refer to specific examples of literary techniques used by the authors.  Take the time to explain yourself in detail.  Be very specific.  Convey to the reader what these examples mean.  TAKE YOUR TIME here.  Don't rush through.  In this instance, MORE IS MORE.  You can write your body paragraphs using your block outline as a guide.
Use quotations from the passages to support your ideas.  Don't forget to use quotes when quoting.
Proofread your essay carefully.  Make corrections neatly.
Remember the following rules: titles of poems and stories are in quotes.  Novels are underlined.  Plays are in quotes if they are one act in length.  Titles of plays longer than one act are underlined.


3rd Website on "how to" structure your Task III essay.  Take your Task III essay that I've returned to you and compare it to the "how to" and compare it to your completed essay and RE-EDIT your paper.  Remember your controlling idea must be included in your introduction, Always refer to the works' title and authors in the introductory para, and you can then refer to them as titles, or Passage I or II.  
Here is an outline template for the essay:
 COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION IN ENGLISH – SESSION TWO, PART A 

Plan of Action for Writing the Essay 

Step 1. Identify the topic. The Regents instructions will give you the topic, in three places: under Your Task, the text reads: “write a unified essay about…” and later, “develop a controlling idea about…” Whatever word or phrase comes after “about” in each place is the topic. The topic appears again in the first bullet point under Guidelines. 

Step 2. Read the passages with the topic in mind. 

Step 3. Ask yourself: What do these two passages tell us about the topic? Your answer to this question will become your controlling idea. 

Step 4. Write the INTRODUCTION (first ¶). 
a. Begin by introducing and discussing the topic in a broad, general sense. 
b. Narrow the topic down to your single controlling idea. 
c. The next-to-last sentence should contain the controlling idea. 
d. End the paragraph with your thesis statement: 
[TAG, Passage I] and [TAG, Passage II] both reveal [controlling idea about topic]. 

Step 5. Write the first DISCUSSION ¶ (second ¶ of essay). 
a. Begin with a brief identification and summary of one passage; explain what it is and what it’s basically about in 1-2 sentences. 
b. Make a general statement of how the passage supports your thesis. 
c. Discuss, in detail, how the piece is written, identifying at least two specific literary devices (techniques or elements) that help prove your thesis. In other words, explain how the author’s writing reveals the idea about the topic which is defined in your thesis; i.e., show how the piece does what your thesis says it does. 
d. The CONCLUDING SENTENCE should make a direct, explicit connection between the passage and your thesis. 

Step 6. Write the second DISCUSSION ¶ (third ¶ of essay). 
Repeat Step 5, writing about the other passage. 

Step 7. Write the CONCLUSION (fourth ¶ of essay). Read everything you’ve written up to now, and ask yourself: “So?” Your answer becomes your conclusion. In other words, try to find some real-world significance to your discussion of the topic and passages, something the reader can learn from your essay. 

Step 8. Read your essay carefully; revise and edit. Most of the time, on these essays, students score at least a point lower than they might have by neglecting to read what they’ve written and improve upon it by adding ideas, eliminating irrelevancies and correcting language errors. Reading, revising and editing can add at least a full point to your score (one full letter grade), so it’s worth it to take the time and effort to do it. 

