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Research Paper Outline*
This template is for a research paper (essay) with three main points. This template may be adjusted to fit your needs.  If you need to add extra details, just add them.

· Your final outline must be word-processed.  It must be double-spaced in Times New Roman 12-point font.  
· You must include the sources that you are using in parentheses.  

Please include the following:
1)  working title – This may change by the time you complete your paper.

2)  thesis statement – this sentence should be a statement, not a question, of what you

      intend to prove in your paper.  The thesis statement includes a mention of the three

      main points to come.  You may need to revise the thesis statement several times   

     during the course of writing the paper.  

3)  the three (or more) major points you plan to make in your research paper.  Each of 
     these major points should support the thesis statement.

4)  topic sentences – one for each of your three major points

5)  two details, pieces of information, or evidence from your notes with the sources listed 

    (in parentheses) for each of your major points

6)  concluding sentence and lead-in for the next paragraph – one for each paragraph. 

     These sentences should remind you how you should consistently be communicating to

     your readers why you’re telling them what you’re telling them.

7)  conclusion for your research paper – The conclusion should sum up the reasons you

     have given that support your thesis.  You should add insight by giving some thoughts

     on the implications of what you have just written or proven.

8) Works Cited 

· Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your paper.

· Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page.

· Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries.

· Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a hanging indent.

· List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225-50.

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_s1-0011.html#RES5e_ch08_p0218
http://imc.mbhs.edu/resources/bib/mla.pdf
http://wwwappskc.lonestar.edu/programs/library/docs/MLA09.pdf
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Wood. James. How Fiction Works. New York: Farrar, 2008. Print.






Original Title:______________________________________________________

Thesis statement ONLY with two to three major points:  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
I.  Topic sentence for main point #1__________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
     A.  Subtopic from main point #1___________________________________________
          1.  Detail or example from your note cards (with source)

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
          2.  Detail or example from your note card (with source)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          3.  Detail or example from your note card (with source) – if needed
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Concluding sentence of first body paragraph and lead-in about how the details or examples for main point #1 support the thesis


 _________________________________________________________________
II.  Topic sentence for main point #2__________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
     A.  Subtopic from main point #2___________________________________________
          1.  Detail or example from your note cards (with source)


     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          2.  Detail or example from your note card (with source)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          3.  Detail or example from your note card (with source) – if needed
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Concluding sentence of first body paragraph and lead-in about how the details or examples for main point #2 support the thesis

          ___________________________________________________________________
III.  Topic sentence for main point #3_________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
     A.  Subtopic from main point #1___________________________________________
          1.  Detail or example from your note cards (with source)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          2.  Detail or example from your note card (with source)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          3.  Detail or example from your note card (with source) – if needed
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Concluding sentence of first body paragraph and lead-in about how the details or examples for main point #3 support the thesis

____________________________________________________________________

V.  Conclusion Restates thesis differently and prove how your sources supported it. You might even want to give the reader something to think about.
Works Cited: Must be listed in Alphabetical order by Last Name (MLA)

Eight Semi-Painless Steps 

to Writing a Coherent 

Five Paragraph Essay 

http://www.lab404.com/dreams/words/handouts/5par.html
Step 1:  WRITE A TOPIC SENTENCE.

Write a short, simple, declarative sentence without detail.  

For example, 

Topic sentence -- "Fairhope, Alabama is the best town in the world."


Put your topic sentence at the top of your paper.

Step 2:  WRITE 3 SUB-TOPIC SENTENCES ABOUT THE TOPIC SENTENCE.

Write three sentences about the idea of the topic sentence.  Make your 

three sentences short, simple, declarative sentences without detail.  

Take the topic sentence and ask "why" (for example, "Why is Fairhope, 

Alabama the best town in the world?")  The answers to your "why" question 

should form the basis for your  three sub-topic sentences.  

For example, 

Sub-topic sentence 1 -- "Fairhope has exciting places to go."

Sub-topic sentence 2 -- "Fairhope is full of friendly people."

Sub-topic sentence 3 -- "Fairhope is on the bay."


(Put Sub-topic sentence 1 right under your topic sentence.


Put Sub-topic sentence 2 half way down the front of your paper.


Put Sub-topic sentence 3 on the back of your paper at the top.)

Step 3:  WRITE 5 SUPPORTING SENTENCES ABOUT SUB-TOPIC SENTENCE 1,


 (Put them under sub-topic sentence 1.)


 WRITE 5 SUPPORTING SENTENCES ABOUT SUB-TOPIC SENTENCE 2,


 (Put them under sub-topic sentence 2.)

     and WRITE 5 SUPPORTING SENTENCES ABOUT SUB-TOPIC SENTENCE 3.


 (Put them under sub-topic sentence 3.)

(So you're writing 15 new sentences to add to the 4 that you already have.)

Make these fifteen supporting sentences longer and more complex with much 

more detail.  Take each sub-topic sentences and ask the "why" question.  

The answers to your "why" questions should form the basis for your  

fifteen supporting sentences.  (Remember, you are writing complete 

sentences, not fragments.)

Step 4:  REVISE THE SENTENCES THAT YOU HAVE SO FAR.

Revise your 19 sentences looking for these particular problems: "you," 

"thing," "stuff," "good," "nice," "neat," run-on sentences, fragments, 

and sentences ending in prepositions.  Add more sentences if you want 

to.  Replace vague and lifeless adjectives with colorful and descriptive 

adjectives.  Add new adjectives.

___________________________________________________________

Take a break.  You now have 3 paragraphs.  We will add the 

last two paragraphs soon enough.

___________________________________________________________

Step 5:  ORDER YOUR ESSAY

Renumber your paragraphs (they look like sentence chunks at this point) 

according to their importance (from least to most, usually), or according 

to their chronological sequence.  Once you have your three paragraphs 

(chunks) in order, go into the chunks and put the supporting sentences in 

order.  At this point, you can mark out any supporting sentences that you 

don't need, and you can combine sentences that should go together.

Step 6:  ADD THE INTRODUCTION AND THE CONCLUSION


Add the introduction.  The introduction is one sentence which 

combines your topic sentence with your three sub-topic sentences (put all 

the sentences in forward order).  This one sentence will be the first 

paragraph of your essay.  (Yes, you have my permission to have a 

paragraph with just one sentence.)

For example,

Introduction -- "Fairhope, Alabama is the best town in the world because 

it has exciting places to go, it is full of friendly people, and it is on 

the bay."


Add the conclusion.  The conclusion is one sentence which 

combines your topic sentence with your three sub-topic sentences (this 

time, put the three sub-topic sentences in reverse order).  This one 

sentence will be the last paragraph of your essay.  (Yes, you have my 

permission to have another paragraph with just one sentence.)

For example,

Conclusion -- "Fairhope, Alabama is the best town in the world because it 

is on the bay, it is full of friendly people, and it has exciting places 

to go."

You may now remove your topic sentence.  It has served its purpose.  Write 

your introduction and your conclusion on the back page of your rough draft, 

underneath your third paragraph.  (You will put the introduction and the 

conclusion in their proper places when we get to step 8.)

Step 7:  REFERENCE YOUR PARAGRAPHS AND YOUR SENTENCES.

Make sure that each paragraph has a clear reference to its preceding 

paragraph.  There are a couple of ways to do this.

     A) You can use number words in your sub-topic sentences.


For example, "Second, Fairhope is a wonderful city because of its 


        friendly people."

     B) You can include a few words from the preceding sub-topic sentence 

        in your current sub-topic sentence.


For example, "Not only does Fairhope have exciting places to 

        visit, but it also has friendly people."

Also, make sure that your supporting sentences reference each other as 

well.  You want to avoid choppiness.  Use transition words like "next," 

"then," "also," and "finally."

A bad example:  "My Aunt is one of the friendliest people I know.  The 

people at the drug store are friendly."  (Note the abrupt jump from one 

sentence to the next.)

A good example:  "My Aunt is one of the friendliest people I know.  The 

people in the drug store are also friendly."  (Note how the word "also" 

connects the two sentences and lessens the jump.)

Finally, avoid writing "Last, but not least."  Just write "last."

Step 8:  REVISE THE SENTENCES THAT YOU HAVE SO FAR.  

Make any revisions necessary for a smooth essay.  Add more examples if you

need them.  Add vivid verbs and specific nouns.  Add words that appeal to

the five senses.  Check your spelling with a dictionaary.  Remove your

paragraph numbers.  Indent each paragraph.  Once you are satisfied,

rewrite the whole essay neatly and in order, then turn it in for a grade. 

Your introduction should be your first paragraph.  Then write your middle

three supporting paragraphs in order.  Your conclusion should be your

fifth paragraph.
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