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Dennis M. Walcott, Chancellor



 
                 

December 21, 2011

Dear Parents/Guardian:

Please be advised that your child has been instructed to select a topic from 126 topics and conduct research on that topic through the use of library resource books and the internet /gov, .edu, .org urls.

We have been methodical in the process and the students should have completed an outline that was returned to them to now write their research paper.  We have reviewed the two MLA formatted research papers links posted on mshyde.net that students may refer to when writing their own papers over the break.

Additionally, some students were given an extension to submit their work. Please ask your child if s/he took advantage of this opportunity and turned in his/her work. You can also double check Jupitergrades or mshyde.net for any updates.  

This letter serves as a contract that you are aware of your child’s progress on this project and that s/he will complete his/her research paper and submit on the first day of return from the holiday break January 3rd, 2012.

Some students were given an alternative to writing the research paper, but are still accountable for writing in the same MLA format and also meeting the deadlines. 

Thank you for your involvement and providing your child with the much needed support, opportunity, tools, and resources to complete this project that is due upon the first day of return January 3rd, 2012.  In the event that someone is travelling and returning after January 3rd, 2012, then please send your child to school with an absence note.  This contract must be returned to me December 23rd, 2011 where it will be recorded in Jupitergrades as a homework grade.  This form will also be posted on mshyde.net for download and print.
I would like to take this time to wish your and your family Happy Holidays.  

Sincerely,

Ms. Hyde

Parent/Guardian Signature:____________________________________________________

On behalf of student please print name:_________________________________________________

Procedure for writing the MLA Research Paper:  also check mshyde.net for updates
Paper Requirements: 

· Students will write a 2-3 page research paper the 3rd or 4th page is your Works Cited page. 

· The paper must be typed 12 point font, 

· Times Roman, 8 1/2 x 11 inches. 

· Leave margins of one inch on all sides of the page. Left-align the text. 
Double-space throughout the paper. 

· Do not add extra space above or below the title of the paper or between paragraphs. 
Indent the first line of each paragraph one-half inch from the left margin, appropriate headers on first page only. 

· Pagination: Put the page number preceded by your last name in the upper right corner of each page, one-half inch below the top edge. 

· Works Cited (must have 3 books, the other two sources can be internet sources .org, .gov., .edu, magazines, articles

Tasks For Writing:
MLA Style Format
Pre-writing/Outline
Examples: (http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/rules6e/latest/lmcontent/ch07/PDF/Hacker-Levi-MLA-Out.pdf)
with Introductory Paragraph underlining thesis (http://www.ozline.com/electraguide/example_outline.php)
Thesis Builder (http://www.ozline.com/electraguide/)
Citing Sources (Parenthetical Sources) (more than 4 lines)
Rough Draft
Editing/Revising
Final Written Piece-
Title page-
Body of Paper
Introduction (hook, background, lead to thesis)
Body Paragraphs (Topic Sentences) Components of paragraph
Conclusion-Restating the thesis differently and sum it up
Works Cited (using MLA format)

Presentation- Students will deliver a speech on their topic to the class- Specific guidelines will be discussed closer to the deadline
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