Review basic essay structure

Activity: What are the parts of an essay? 


The Introduction:

This paragraph introduces the essay. In this paragraph you capture your reader's attention and state the main idea or thesis of your essay. You may start it with a question, or a statement, or give a short scenario to grab the reader's attention.
The Body: (three paragraphs)
Each of these paragraphs presents a single main idea related to the thesis statement and must begin with a topic sentence. Include lots of facts, details, and examples to support your statements. That is what makes your writing tasty, appealing, and interesting. These paragraphs should start with transitions like first, second, third, next, then, afterward, later, or finally.
The Closing:
This paragraph concludes the essay. You should not repeat the information that was already given. It should consist of three sentences. In the first sentence you will start with either, "In conclussion," or "Ultimately." Then restate the topic from your introduction. In the second sentence you include your best thought, argument, or fact from your body. In the third sentence you start with, "In life," and then state your theme.
Things to remember:
· All paragraphs must be a minimum of five sentences in length. 

· Never use the word I

· Depending on the type of essay you are writing: give three examples, facts, or details to support each statement made.

· Always proofread what you have read.

Student Recall: It’s easy as pie…..knowing your topic and supporting it

What is a controlling idea aka thesis statement? 

Topic sentence = a sentence that explains what you are going to write about.  

A paragraph is a group of sentences dealing with a single topic or idea. Usually, one sentence, called the topic sentence, states the main idea of the paragraph. All the other sentences are related to this topic sentence. They further explain or support the main idea. 

The Topic Sentence's Function

The topic sentence of a paragraph is like a contract between writer and reader. The writer is saying, in effect, "I have an idea I want to explain to you." The reader is answering, "All right, explain it to me." For the writer to hold to the contract, he or she must explain the idea stated in the topic sentence. Therefore, the topic sentence controls the content of the paragraph. Topic sentences are generally the first sentence in a paragraph, but may also be written in the middle or at the end of the introductory paragraph.

Judging Topic Sentences

A topic sentence makes a general statement that is wider in its scope than the rest of the sentences in the paragraph. A good topic sentence is broad enough to be developed by specific details. However, if a topic sentence is too general, the remainder of the paragraph will have to be either extremely long in order to give an adequate explanation of the idea, or it will have to contain nothing but more general statements. 

A topic sentence can be evaluated by asking a few questions. 

1. Does the topic sentence present one--and only one--topic? 

2. Is the topic sentence an overgeneralization? 

3. Does the sentence give strong direction to the whole paragraph? 

Usually, it is difficult to say that a topic sentence is "good" or "bad." It is possible, however, to say that one topic sentence is better than another. 

Placement of the Topic Sentence

In general, a sensible plan is to tell readers what the paragraph is intended to discuss before it is discussed. Thus, the common practice in writing a paragraph is to begin with the topic sentence and to follow it with supporting sentences. The topic sentence serves the special purpose of announcing the paragraph's topic. Using this approach to placement of the topic sentence, the reader can more easily identify the central point that the writer is making.

	Steps
	Topic: Write an essay about the effect of global warming on our planet

	1: Simplify
	1:Simplify “effect” by making it “Change

	2: Turn the task into a question
	2: How is global warming changing our planet?



	3: Answer the question from the author’s point of view
	3: According to Stein and Monte, global warmingis increasing the sea level and is causing problems for human beings

	
	


Students will identify topic sentences.

Activity with Teacher: 

Identify:

The main idea of this paragraph is: 
The supporting details are:

The concluding/summarizing statement is: 
What is the purpose of this paragraph?

Exercise: 

Read the following paragraph and underline the stated main idea. Write down in your own words what you are able to conclude from the information. 

The rules of conduct during an examination are clear. No books, calculators or papers are allowed in the test room. Proctors will not allow anyone with such items to take the test. Anyone caught cheating will be asked to leave the room. His or her test sheet will be taken. The incident will be reported to the proper authority. At the end of the test period, all materials will be returned to the proctor. Failure to abide by these rules will result in a failing grade for this test.


Answer: 

You should have underlined the first sentence in the paragraph - this is the stated main idea. What can be concluded from the information is: If you do not follow the rules, you will automatically fail the test. This concluding information is found in the last sentence.




PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE

A vacation at the beach is the best place to go because everyone in the family can find something to do. The warm breeze from the ocean brings fresh salt air to sunbathers on the sand. The children play and splash in the breaking waves or build castles in the sand. At night, the boardwalk brings fun for all ages with games and rides. I love going to the beach and I think that you and your family should plan their next vacation there.

Group Activity:

 John Tucker is a versatile, well-rounded boy. In addition to singing in his church choir, he is a drummer in a small combo. He maintains a high average in his subjects at school and still manages to play football and run on the track team. Although he is very popular with other young people, he doesn't let his social life interfere with his weekend job at the drugstore.

The first winter, I could relax only a little.  Bermuda grass can establish itself during a winter and get away from you the following spring.  So every evening at dusk, I would stalk up and down my garden like a demented wraith, peering at the ground for each loathed blue-green blade, my cloak billowing in the wind and my scarf snagging on the bare gray branches of last summer’s sunflowers.

 “from Gardening,” by Bailey White

