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English 8 Syllabus: Entry Level` College Preparatory

Course Description, Policies, and Procedures

Spring 2009 to June 2009

Room 236

Instructor: Ms. Hyde

Contact: mshyde.net/mshydewikispaces.com

Course description:  The Senior English 8 course will better prepare you for entry-level college preparatory work.  It will also provide you with the necessary prerequisite skills in reading, research, writing, public speaking, and socializing to do well in your entry-level college classes.

There will be a literary focus on the thematic study of cultural identity, the individual, and relationships all of which we will connect to the world, self, and other literary works.  In doing so, we will focus on controversial topics, pros and cons, and use these terms in our debates, presentations, and research papers.

Grading:

Papers, Presentations, and Exams 50%

You will be expected to produce reflective, responsive and research based writing and presentation based on rubric.  All papers must be electronically turned in to turnitin.com and a hardcopy to me for grading.  Any paper that is not electronically sent to turnitin.com will not receive a grade.  All papers will receive a letter grade.

Homework/Projects: 35%

You will be expected to turn in homework on time (see policy for late work).

Classwork, Participation: 15%

You are in a college preparatory class please stay on task remain engaged through class discussion and class assignments.

DOE Lettter Grades:

A+-100

A 96

A- 92



B+ 89


B 86

B- 82

C+ 79


C 76

C- 72

D+ 69


D 65

Requirements:

In order to better equip yourself for college and to maintain your current GPA you must fulfill the following requirements:

Debates (class participation): Controversial topics will be assigned and you are required to present both pros and cons on this topic (following rubric). We will do this throughout the semester.  You will be asked to elicit controversial topics from your books as our class discussions on a weekly basis. Teacher and students can decide on dates.

Research Paper: Your final will be a research paper on a controversial topic from the list.  We will be working on this throughout the semester starting with selecting your topic, formulating a thesis, research, (first marking period), outline, first draft, (second marking period) then, Final Paper Due Third Marking Period.
Independent Study: Read three approved classics texts (one for each marking period) from any of the following websites or other pre-approved classics: 

“101 Books to Read Before You Go To College”: http://www.listsofbest.com/lists/14471
“Advance Placement English Recommended Reading” http://www/listsofbests.com/list/373
“Classic books I want to read before my inevitable death": http://www.www.listsofbests.com/list/2832
The idea behind this project:

1. There is a reason why there is a bestsellers list and “best list” – these are good books that are recommended by other scholars including teachers for you to read before you enter college.  Plus, they are current books and fun books. If you don’t read for fun anymore (or you never did) this might get you interested.  Most are “school books” and the majority of Americans like these books so you don’t have to take my word for it.

2.  If you go off to college having only read what your teachers told you to, you haven’t read enough.  So, I’m telling you to read one of these.

3. If you pick a book that other students are going to read, you can work together (no more than 3 per group), but preferably pairs.

4. This should be an easy assignment so even if you aren’t in class every day, you know the due dates in advance and you know you should definitely be in class on these days.  If you don’t show to class on due dates, I can’t pass you for the marking period or semester. 

5. I haven’t read all these books either so it will give me a chance to learn something new about current favorite books.

6. Take your time, go to a book store, look through all these books, and then decide which one to read…that’s why I give you a long time to decide.  Don’t pick one you’re not going to like.  Pick one that you might enjoy though all of these on the list are good.

7. In class we are going to be doing other fun things though some days will be yours to have time to work with partners, read together, or just talk with others about the books they chose.  I might be interviewing you from time to time about your book so please keep up with the work.

8. I suggest you sign up with www.nytimes.com or http://www.listsofbests.com/list/14471,  and check out the bestseller lists yourself – especially the paperback lists because you can also choose from those lists and the books are cheaper.  Plus, there are other books that are not the top 15 that have not made it onto my list that you can choose from (overall, you’ve got about 130 choices).  And, it’s free to sign up and read the paper online.

Presentation: Select one of the controversial topics from the list and complete a mini-presentation (following rubric). You must recreate the cover, showcase a marketing campaign to sell the idea of reading this book to your peers and why they should select this book for their next read (this can be in any form from art work to photo shop or powerpoint).  This will also include the following: Characterization, Conflicts, Theme, Setting, any controversies surrounding Current World/Political/Religious views and topics discussed within the works, why is this book on the “list of best?” Any disappointments, inspirations? Must present background information on the author.

WHAT YOU MUST PRESENT: (the presentation length is not set in stone…you must merely cover the required information.  The more detailed it is, the more points you will get)

1. An ad campaign for your book.  You are a reviewer as well as a publicist.  You must create an ad for the book that will get people interested in reading it.  For your ad, you must provide a catchy slogan or jingle, as well as a “billboard” that you created.  You must also give your review of the book and why you would recommend it (you can’t not recommend the book since you’re the one who chose it). You can also create a commercial and bring it in to show to the class instead of creating a billboard (this can be a bonus point or two if you do both).  The more entertaining it is, the more points you get.

2. An original book jacket design for your book – Explain why you chose that design and what it means – it must be like a real book jacket complete with title, author, bar code, book description, etc…please look at other books to see a good example.  If you make a book jacket with only the front of the book, you will only get ½ credit for this section of the project. You could show this as part of your advertisement campaign.  It must also refer to any Theme of our class: cultural identity, the individual, or relationships.

3.  A timeline of the author’s other works and notable achievements with at least 15 entries. You must go over this with the class.

4. Explain any controversies portrayed in the book or surrounding the book having to do with: politics, environment, religion, and the world in general.  Along with any disappointments in the book or inspirations. 

5. Read aloud a passage from the book and explain why you chose that passage, what it means to you, and why it’s relevant in the book.  You must give a brief summary of this part of the book so that the class understands what’s happening when you read that passage. (nothing written must be turned in for this part)

WHAT YOU MUST TURN IN: 

1. A written review of your book (1 page typed, minimum) that must contain your slogan or jingle, the billboard, or the commercial from your ad campaign.

2. Your original and creative book jacket
3. Your reader’s log with at least 10 dates E8R.  Your reader’s log should include your feelings about the book, any characters you want to talk about or anything notable that you want to remember. You could also talk about what you think about as you read, what strikes you as interesting, what’s written well or what’s not written well.   This should be a running commentary. If you are thinking of something that happens while you read or you want to remark on something, this should be the day that you write.  Please DO NOT wait till the last minute to write all your journal entries…it will be obvious that you didn’t complete it while you read.  This can be typed or hand written.  Each entry should be at least 150 words.

4. Your timeline of the author’s life and works.

5. Worksheet with literary terms (attached)

BASIC RUBRIC:

Advertisement campaign


50 points

Book jacket




30 points

Author timeline



30 points

Reader’s log




40 points

Literary terms worksheet


30 points

Detail and thoroughness of presentation
30 points

Eye contact/speech/presentation skills 
20 points

Creativity/originality



20 points

Explanation of controversies


20 points

Passage reading and description

30 points

LITERARY TERMS WORKSHEET

Choose 10 of the following words to find examples for in your chosen book. Give specific details for each including quotes from the book and page numbers, if relevant or detailed descriptions.  Please write in complete sentences and in paragraph form.

The devices to choose from are:

Character

Irony

Conflict

Setting

Climax

Resolution

Exposition

Paradox

Foil

Protagonist

Antagonist

Allusion

Simile

Metaphor

Personification

Flashback

Hyperbole

Motif

Point-of-view

Symbol

Theme

In terms of Classroom Behavior and other Policies on how you should conduct yourself in room 236:  Go to mshyde.net and read E6 classroom policies and procedures.

30Q502

