Task 3: Reading and Writing for literary Response and Expression
Overview: For this part of the test, you will read two literature selections: “Ambush,” a memoir by Tim O’Brien, and “Camouflaging the Chimera,” a poem by Yusef Komunyakaa.  After reading the selections, you must answer a set of multiple-choice questions and then write an essay.  You may use the margins or the blank page to take notes.

Your Task:  Read the poem, “Camouflaging the Chimera,” and the memoir “Ambush,” then answer the multiple-choice questions. After you have answered the questions, write an essay in which you:

1. Show how each selection reveals conflicting attitudes toward war.

2. Explain how specific literary elements (e.g., theme, figurative language, symbolism, tone, imagery, characterization) are used to convey the conflicting attitudes toward war.

3. Discuss the conflicting attitudes toward war that are revealed in each selection.

4. Show how the use of specific literary elements help convey the attitude expressed in each selection.

5. Organize your ideas in a unified and coherent manner.

6. Follow the conventions of standard written English.

An analysis of both works that reveals conflicting attitudes toward war.  This is not the essay.

The essay asks for the conflicting attitudes toward war in the respective texts as well as specific “literary elements.”  In “Ambush,” we see some very clear conflicting attitudes toward war as the narrator tells his daughter the story.  When the narrator saw the Vietnamese soldier approaching, he “wanted to warn him.”  The situation was not a matter of life or death, and the narrator’s memory of the event has filled him with guilt and a subtle plea for forgiveness.  The entire experience was devoid of any hate, morality, or politics.  There was something machine-like about the act as killing, and fear seemed to exist on the same plane.  As far as literary elements go we can cite the personification of a “stomach rising” and the similes “as if a camera had clicked” and “as if pulled by an invisible wire.”  Some of the language O’Brien uses, such as dense, foggy, hot , evaporate, and mosquitoes, create an imaginative world that contrasts with the reality of war.

In “Camouflaging,” there is a powerful sense of fatalism in the poem. You get the feeling that no one has the power to control the events as they are about to unfold.  There is an eerie sense of time being displaced as memory intrudes upon the present reality.  “A world revolved under each man’s eyelid” and “Women left in doorways reaching in from America” are excellent examples of both time and memory altering the present.  The imagery of the language in this poem is very strong and there are many examples.  The words rock apes, chameleons, Moon touched metal, and through our bones are excellent metaphors that create powerful visual effects.  There is a tremendous effect of danger and anxiety that is a direct result of language.  The words tiger suits and dark hearted songbird are too of many examples.

