The Great Gatsby Vocabulary Words

You are responsible for the words in each chapter on the day on which the reading assignment is due.  These words may appear on a reading quiz on any given day.  You will be responsible for parts of speech, definitions, and use in context.

There will also be two vocabulary quizzes for Gatsby:

· The first will cover only the words in Chapters 1-6, and it will be on  TBD 

· The “vocabulary final,” a comprehensive quiz on all of these words, will be on TBD

Chapter 1 Write the definitions and cite your source. Due 3/26/2010 up to chapter 6
1. Feign 

2. Supercilious 

3. Conscientious 

4. Incredulous 

5. Reciprocal 

6. Wan 

7. Complacent 

8. Intimation 

9. Infinite 

10. Anon
Chapter 2 Write the definitions and cite your source.
1. Contiguous 

2. Facet 

3. Cower 

4. Interpose 

5. Apathetic 

6. Languid 

7. Imply 

8. Strident 

9. Deft 

10. Clad
Chapter 3 Write the definitions and cite your source.
1. Permeate 

2. Innuendo 

3. Erroneous 

4. Vehement 

5. Cordial 

6. Impetuous 

7. Vacuous 

8. Corpulent 

9. Provincial 

10. Din
Chapter 4 Write the definitions and cite your source.
1. Knickerbockers 

2. Fluctuate 

3. Sporadic 

4. Divine retribution 

5. Rajah 

6. Elicit 

7. Valour (valor in the contemporary American spelling)

8. Somnambulatory 

9. Denizen 

10. Jauntily
Chapter 5 Write the definitions and cite your source.
1. Rout 

2. Suppressed 

3. Innumerable 

4. Ecstatic 

5. Reproach 

6. Serf 

7. Obstinate 

8. Exultation 

9. Hulking 

10. Nebulous
Chapter 6 Write the definitions and cite your source.
1. Laudable 

2. Insidious 

3. Repose 

4. Debauch 

5. Antecedent 

6. Ingratiate 

7. Perturb 

8. Dilatory 

9. Desolate 

10. Elusive
Chapter 7 

1. Lapse 

2. Insistent 

3. Tentative 

4. Abrupt 

5. Tumult 

6. Portentous 

7. Irreverent 

8. Vicarious 

9. Rancor 

10. Formidable
Chapter 8 Write the definitions and cite your source.
1. Humidor 

2. Indiscernible 

3. Settee 

4. In cahoots 

5. Divot 

6. Garrulous 

7. Incoherent 

8. Conceivable 

9. Forlorn 

10. Laden
Chapter 9 Write the definitions and cite your source.
1. Pasquinade 

2. Derange 

3. Surmise 

4. Superfluous 

5. Elocution 

6. Unutterable 

7. Subtle 

8. Orgiastic 

9. Borne 

10. Ceaselessly 
Vocabulary List – The Great Gatsby 1

1. fractiousness (noun) - inclined to make trouble; unruly; prone to disobedience and lack of discipline 

2. feigned (verb) - to give a false appearance of; to imitate so as to deceive

3. exempt (adj.) - free from an obligation, a duty, or a liability to which others are subject

4. bizarre (adj.) - strikingly unconventional and far-fetched in style or appearance; odd. 

5. bantering (verb) – to speak to in a playful or teasing way

6. complacency (noun) - a feeling of contentment or self-satisfaction, especially when coupled with an unawareness of danger, trouble, or controversy

7. intimation (noun) - an indirect suggestion; a slight suggestion or vague understanding

8. desolate (adj.) - devoid of inhabitants; deserted

9. supercilious (adj.) - feeling or showing haughty disdain; proud

10. contiguous (adj.) - sharing an edge or boundary; touching

11. apathetic (adj.) - feeling or showing a lack of interest or concern; indifferent

12. languid (adj.) - lacking energy or vitality; weak

13. hauteur (noun) - haughtiness in bearing and attitude; arrogance

14. prodigality (noun) - extravagant wastefulness; profuse generosity; extreme abundance; lavishness

15. vehemently (adv.) - characterized by forcefulness of expression or intensity of emotion or conviction; fervid

Vocabulary List – The Great Gatsby 2

1. credulity (noun) - a disposition to believe too readily.

2. cynical (adj.) - expressing jaded or scornful skepticism or negativity 

3. ascertain (verb) - to discover with certainty, as through examination or experimentation

4. convivial (adj.) - fond of feasting, drinking, and good company; sociable

5. affectation (noun) - a show, pretense, or display; artificiality 

6. punctilious (adj.) - strictly attentive to minute details of form in action or conduct

7. somnambulate (verb) - to walk when asleep

8. labyrinth (noun) - an intricate structure of interconnecting passages through which it is difficult to find one's way; a maze


9. disconcerting (verb) - to upset the self-possession of; ruffle 

10. sinister (adj.) - suggesting or threatening evil; ominous


11. abstract (adj.) - considered apart from concrete existence; not applied or practical; theoretical. 

12. juxtapose (verb) – to place side by side, especially for comparison or contrast


13. simultaneous (adj.) - happening, existing, or done at the same time 

14. defunct (adj.) - having ceased to exist or live 

15. abortive (adj.) - failing to accomplish an intended objective; fruitless 

Vocabulary List – The Great Gatsby 3

1. distraught (adj.) - deeply agitated, as from emotional conflict

2. vestige (noun) - a visible trace, evidence, or sign of something that once existed but exists or appears no more 

3. fluctuate (verb) - to vary irregularly


4. turgid (adj.) - excessively ornate or complex in style or language


5. contingency (noun) - an event that may occur but that is not likely or intended; a possibility 

6. profusion (noun) – abundance; lavish or unrestrained expense; extravagance


7. oblivion (noun) - the condition or quality of being completely forgotten 

8. saunter (verb) - to walk at a leisurely pace; stroll


9. dilatory (adj.) - intended to delay; tending to postpone or delay 

10. affront (noun) - an open or intentional offense, slight, or insult


11. abyss (noun) - an immeasurably deep chasm, depth, or void 

12. inviolate (adj.) - not violated or profaned; intact


13. intermittent (adj.) - stopping and starting at intervals; periodic  

14. presumptuous(adj.) - going beyond what is right or proper; excessively forward

15. formidable (adj.) - difficult to undertake, surmount, or defeat

 Vocabulary List - The Great Gatsby 4

1. incessant (adj.) - continuing without interruption

2. ravenously (adv.) - extremely hungry; voracious 

3. pervaded (verb) - to be present throughout; permeate

4. amorphous (adj.) - lacking definite form; shapeless 

5. holocaust (noun) - great destruction resulting in the extensive loss of life


6. adventitious (adj.) - not inherent but added extrinsically; accidental  

7. superfluous (adj.) - being beyond what is required or sufficient.

8. deferred (verb) - to put off; postpone 

9. jaunty (adj.) - having a buoyant or self-confident air; brisk


10. distort (verb) - to twist out of a proper or natural relation of parts; misshape 

11. transitory (adj.) - existing or lasting only a short time; short-lived or temporary

12. incoherent (adj.) - lacking cohesion, connection, or harmony; not coherent

13. sumptuous (adj.) – a size or splendor suggesting great expense  

14. facet (noun) – one of numerous aspects, as of a subject 

15. vacuous (adj.) – devoid of matter; empty 
