Aim: What’s the format and structure for writing each essay?

Listening Section: Account will be read to you aloud TWICE!

What to listen for to include in your writing/essay:

Who is speaking.

What is the topic about.   Listen and read carefully and pay close attention to what comes after the word about in the SITUATION, TASK, AND mostly first sentence in the GUIDELINES---

You  have to decide whether you have to write a PERSUASIVE OR INFORMATIVE ESSAY?

The following is an example:

Part A

Overview: For this part of the test, you will listen to an account about sculptor Casimer Michalczyk, answer some multiple-choice questions, and write a response based on the situation described below. You will hear the account twice. You may take notes on the next page anytime you wish during the readings.

The Situation: As a member of your school’s art club, you have been asked

to write a feature article about an artist you admire for your club’s

newsletter. You have decided to write about sculptor Casimer Michalczyk
and to describe his admirable qualities. In preparation for writing your

feature article, listen to an account by writer Edie Clark about sculptor

Casimer Michalczyk. Then use relevant information from the account to

write your feature article.

Your Task: Write a feature article for your school’s art club newsletter in which you

describe the admirable qualities of sculptor Casimer Michalczyk. (informative essay)
Guidelines:

Be sure to

• Tell your audience what they need to know about Casimer Michalczyk and his

admirable qualities

• Use specific, accurate, and relevant information from the account to support your

discussion

• Use a tone and level of language appropriate for a feature article for an art club

newsletter

• Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner

• Indicate any words taken directly from the account by using quotation marks or

referring to the speaker

• Follow the conventions of standard written English
What is the structure of this essay?

It depends on the Situation and Your Task.  This essay may ask you Inform, report, write a letter, article etc. Please use a tone and level of language appropriate for this essay.

Remember even if you are asked to write the body of the letter, you are stilled required to write 4-5 paragraphs (5-7 sentences per paragraph)

Introduction –Background and thesis

Body 1: Topic sentence (the first reason why the thesis is true) Followed by:


  5-6 Supporting sentences and “direct quotes”

Body 2: Topic sentence (the second reason why the thesis is true) Followed by:


  5-6 Supporting sentences and “direct quotes”

Body 3: Topic sentence (the third reason why the thesis is true) Followed by:


  5-6 Supporting sentences and “direct quotes”

Conclusion (Recap of essay): Restate thesis in different way and show how you have illustrated/addressed what you were asked to do in “Your Task.”

Avoid Personalization: do not use “I” in this essay. 
Again, if you're writing an informal essay or a story, using "I" and "You" are perfectly acceptable. In a formal essay, however, they are bad form. Don't do the following, unless it's part of a direct quotation:

· I think Smith's widgetiscope is an important invention.

· Don't bother to say "I think" at all. Saying "Smith's widgetiscope is an important invention" implies that you think and is a much stronger statement.

· My research indicates that Smith did not die of a heart attack.

· Just present the research, not the fact that you've done it.

· Smith was born in Scotland, as was I.

· The essay is not about you, so your facts don't belong here.

· You can see that...

· Don't tell the reader what they can or cannot see. You can't know that, and it's informal.

· Can you believe that...

· The reader doesn't get to answer you, so don't ask them to. It's informal.

· If you were to read Widget Watching of the Late 1800s, you would see that...

· It was your job to do the research, not the reader's.

· If you consider the possibilities, you must come to the conclusion that...

· Again, it was your job in the essay to consider and conclude. Don't force the reader to do it.

· Now we can see that...

· Using "we" is as bad as using "you." It's informal.
Let’s listen to a passage and you take notes and we will compare our notes and construct an outline together on what the essay should look like.

Second Essay Structure: TWO VISUALS OF CHART/GRAPH AND TEXT
TaskII: Reading and Writing for Information and Understanding
a) Extended written response to informational materials (text and visual)

b) Multiple-choice questions on basic comprehension

Performance Indicators

1. Interpret and analyze complex informational texts and presentations...

2. Use a combination of techniques to extract salient information from texts.

3. Make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas. iWrite research reports, feature articles, and thesis/support papers on a variety of topics.

4. Present a controlling ideas that conveys an individual perspective and insight into the topic

5. Use a wide range of organizational patterns

6. Support interpretations and decisions

7. Use standard English skillfully

The Purpose of the Assessment

The purpose of Task 2 is to assess how well students are able to:

1. read two informative texts;

2. select the important ideas and information presented in the texts;

3. use this information to write a well-developed essay;

4. for a specific audience and purpose.

This task provides us with information about how well students are ale to read and analyze informational texts and how well they are able to produce an extensive piece of informative writing (i.e., essay, article, letter) using appropriate information from the texts( Standard 1: Reading and writing for Information and Understanding).

Summary of Specifications,

1. text and graphic could serve as a useful complement to the academic curriculum

2. Information will be still relevant several years from now

3. Text is substantive, informative, and engaging

4. Text is free from gender, ethnic, and cultural bias; stereotyping; and treatment of controversial of emotionally charged topics (e.g., death, violence, homelessness, criticism of authority figures).

5. Information can be applied to another context for a legitimate purpose

6. Graphic supplements the information in the text

7. Taken together, text and graphic do not exceed 1000 words
How to write a Task II Essay?
By Jeffrey Aikens
Tips for Writing Task 2 Essay
           In writing, the most basic form of writing is the essay.  One particular type of essay is the task II essay.  In task two essay, you are given a task with an article and graph as your source of information.  Your job is to:
 
· Always keep the task in your mind, if you have to, look it over again.
· Write down key points from the article and graph.  It is essential that you do this because the text can be very lengthy and you don’t have time to read all the text over when needed.
· Whenever you take information from the article or graph put it all in quotation marks.
· You must remain focused and stick to what the task asks of you.  It may be helpful to create a title but most importantly form your own opinion using the details from the article and the graph to back up your opinions.
· Avoid copying sentence by sentence from the article. Use your own words to paraphrase and summarize.
Sample Question (Taken from NYS Regents Resource Book)
The Situation: A community health clinic has invited student in your school to write health-related articles for its newsletter. You decided to write an article discussing factors that influence teenage smoking and the implications of those factors for reducing teenage smoking.  Your Task: Write an article for the community health newsletter. Using relevant information form the text and graphs, discuss the factors that influence teenage smoking and the implication of those factors for reducing teenage smoking.Guidelines:•Tell your audience what they need to know about factors that influence teenage smoking •Discuss the implications of those factors for reducing teenage smoking

Remember even if you are asked to write only the body of the letter, you are stilled required to write 4-5 paragraphs (5-7 sentences per paragraph) as illustrated in the January 2007 Session One Part B examination
Directions: Read the text and study the chart on the following pages, answer the multiple-choice questions, and write a response based on the situation described below. You may use the margins to take notes as you read and scrap paper to plan your response.

The Situation: Your state senator is preparing to vote on a bill that would ban the use of vending machines in all New York State schools. Write a letter to your state senator recommending whether he/she should vote for or against the bill and explaining the reasons for your position.

Your Task: Using relevant information from both documents, write a letter to your state

senator in which you recommend whether he/she should vote for or against the bill

banning the use of vending machines in New York State schools and explain the reasons for

your position. Write only the body of the letter.
Sample Essay (score 5) : Teenage Smoking  

There is an epidemic on the rise in the youth of America today.  Researchers conclude that teenage smoking rates, after declining and leveling off in the 1970’s and 1980’s has increased sharply in the last five years.  

The tobacco industry, its critics, and teenagers themselves, all have ideas about the factors that influence smoking.  The tobacco industry attributes the increase to “a broad range of social forces”.  The industry says that other drug-use and risk-taking procedures by teenagers have risen more sharply than tobacco use.  The industry also believes that teenage smoking has increased because of the rebellious attitudes of teens towards increasing efforts to stop them from smoking. The industry’s critics, however, disagree with this hypothesis.  
The critics believe that the industry’s huge increase is spreading on domestic advertising and promotions for 361 million in 1970, to $4.83 billion in 1994, is to blame.  Most of the money goes into promotions that encourage stores to run sales or more prominently display particular brands and signs.  Spending by the industry increased most rapidly in the 1980’s when the decline in youth smoking was halted.  Children are also attracted to the advertising campaigns that use “Joe Camel” or the Marlboro man”.  The giving-away of items, such as T-shirts for the accumulation of coupons received when buying cigarettes, also attracts teens.  Phillip Morris even created a record company to promote his “Virginia Slims” brand that is a draw to teens.  
Hollywood’s use of cigarettes and cigars is also becoming more prevalent and is subliminally encouraging teens to take up smoking because it is trendy and “cool”.  Teenagers say that a desire to be cool is often a reason young smokers try cigarettes.  Teenagers also say that smoking is a way to relieve stress, stay thin, and a way to fill time.  Teenagers also say they were drawn to smoking because of their desire to do something forbidden. This trend in teenage smoking must end.  The increased smoking codes are expected to translate into additional early deaths due to tobacco-related illnesses.  This trend can be ended by increasing the cost of cigarettes making them too expensive for teens to buy.  Hollywood should also place a ban on the use of cigarettes in cigars in their films, so as not to project the message that smoking is cool.  More awareness can be made to teens about the effect that smoking will have-on their bodies in the future.  The tobacco industry should also not be allowed to use advertising which is intended to draw teens to their products. This epidemic of increased smoking in teens must end and it takes an effort by all to end it.  Join the battle to end teen smoking!  

Task II Checklist

Introduction

-Did you answer the question implied in the Situation? (thesis statement)

-Did you describe your general impression on the main idea of the article and the chart about the essay question?

Body

Paragraph 1

-Topic sentence that generalize the first argument.

-Some detailed information from the article that illustrates your first point.

-Some detailed information from the chart that illustrates your first point.

-Did you either put the quotations from the article or the chart in the quotation marks or paraphrase the ideas in your own words?

Paragraph 2

-Topic sentence that generalize the 2nd argument.

-Some detailed information from the article that illustrates your 2nd point.

-Some detailed information from the chart that illustrates your 2nd point.

-Did you either put the quotations from the article or the chart in the quotation marks or paraphrase the ideas in your own words?

Paragraph 3

-Topic sentence that generalize the third argument.

-Some detailed information from the article that illustrates your third point.

-Some detailed information from the chart that illustrates your third point.

-Did you either put the quotations from the article or the chart in the quotation marks or paraphrase the ideas in your own words?

(alternative Paragraph 3)

-Did you discuss the 2nd half of the essay question( mostly, the suggested solution to the issue, which can be identified in the article itself.)

Conclusion

-Restate the point briefly.

-Suggested a solution?

-Your brief comment on the issue discussed

"Increasingly, information is presented to us in images--in charts, graphs, drawings, and photographs. Just looking at images is not enough. Understanding an image involves analysis--looking at the relationships among its parts and between each part and the whole.

To update an ancient proverb: Look carefully and you shall find" (Shepherd, 60).

· Remember to ALWAYS provide information from both visual materials.

· Remember to ALWAYS keep the focus on what the prompt is asking you to do. The thesis statement will be hinted at in the situation and task.

· Remember if you need to refer to any of the visual material, then you may start your sentence According to lines 5-8 of the text/graph "paraphrase it or give direct quote," but you must explain the importance of this quote and how it supports your thesis/topic sentence.

· Remember one way to connect your ideas is to use transitions words and phrases like first, therefore, in addition, furthermore, later, and in conclusion to name a few.
