Teacher: Mrs. Hyde Class Activity on Determining the Main Idea. Please read carefully and annotate where necessary, do a process of elimination, select the best possible main idea. Then respond to the question to the bottom of the next page.

	Name: ____________________________________ Period:___


	1. The Daytona 500 is known as America’s Race. It annually attracts the largest crowds in motor racing with over 200,000 fans in attendance. Drivers race around oval track at nearly 200 miles per hour for 200 laps. The 500-mile long race has been won by as little as 2 feet.

Which of the following is true for this article?

A.

The Indianapolis 500 is longer than the Daytona 500.

B.

Each lap of the race is 2.5 miles long.

C.

There are 500 laps in the Daytona 500.

D.

Attendance at the Daytona 500 is about 20,000.



	2. Although Paul Pierce scored 53 points against the Houston Rockets, Boston lost the basketball game.

Which of the following answers are we sure is true?

A.

The Houston Rockets won the game.

B.

Paul Pierce plays for the Houston Rockets.

C.

Boston scored 53 points.

D.

The Houston Rockets scored over 100 points.

3. The New York Public Library has over 3,000,000 books. However, you can not check any of them out. They are for reference purposes only.

Which of the following statements are we sure is true?

A.

You can not take home books from the New York Public Library.

B.

The New York Public Library has 300,000 books.

C.

The New York Public Library is the largest library in the world.

D.

You must live in New York City to use the New York Public Library.

4. Digital cameras are the latest technological advancement in photography. Unlike the older conventional cameras, they don’t use film. You can keep only the pictures you like and erase those you don’t like.

What point is the author making in this passage?

A.

Conventional cameras are better than digital cameras.

B.

Conventional cameras take better pictures than digital cameras.

C.

Digital cameras are very easy to use.

D.

Digital cameras are the way of the future.



	5. The obesity rate for today’s youth is higher than ever. Young people don’t exercise enough and their eating habits are very poor. Hours spent playing video games and watching TV are a main cause of this problem.

What point is the author making in this passage?

A.

Video games are a lot of fun.

B.

TV is good for today’s youth.

C.

Today’s youth needs more exercise and better eating habits.

D.

Better eating habits can make you a better video game player.



	6. Many people are afraid of spiders, and there may be good reasons for that. The venom of a female black widow spider is more potent than that of a rattlesnake. Beware of black widow spiders!

Which of the following statements is based on information found in the passage?

A.

The black widow spider is the most dangerous spider.

B.

Rattlesnake venom is less powerful than the black widow’s venom.

C.

The venom of the rattlesnake is not that dangerous.

D.

There are more black widow spiders than there are rattlesnakes.



	7. Many scientists believe that the earth’s temperature is rising too quickly. This has created a hole in the ozone layer, which protects us from harmful radiation from the sun.

Which of the following choices is sure to be true?

A.

The earth’s temperature should not rise.

B.

Some types of radiation from the sun are not good for people.

C.

The ozone layer will be destroyed within a century.

D.

Some scientists believe that the ozone layer does not provide protection from the sun’s harmful radiation.



  

	8. Most Americans take about an hour for lunch. In other cultures, lunch time is also nap time, and businesses close down while people go home for a big meal and some sleep.

Which of the following is true based on the information above?

A.

In cultures where lunch time is also nap time, banks close down during the day.

B.

Americans usually do not have big meals.

C.

If a business closes during the day, their employees usually go home and nap during this time.

D.

American businesses do not usually close down for hours so people can go home for lunch.



	


	9. Many states don’t have zoning laws. It is common to see a mansion bordered by trailer parks or poorly maintained homes. This can decrease the value of these large homes. This would never happen in a state with zoning laws.

What point is the author making in this passage?

A.

Zoning laws protect the value of a home.

B.

Zoning laws are illegal in the United States.

C.

Zoning laws protect trailer parks.

D.

Zoning laws should be done away with.



	10. Do you need a computer, but can’t afford the high prices of a new machine? A cheaper way to go is to buy a refurbished computer. This is one that has been turned back to the manufacturer and has been rebuilt to make it like new. Refurbished computers are much cheaper than the new models.

What can we determine about refurbished computers from this passage?

A.

Refurbished computers are better than new computers.

B.

Refurbished computers are a good buy.

C.

Refurbished computers are more expensive than new computers.

D.

Refurbished computers don’t work very well.




11.  

	The population of Los Angeles is greater than the population of San Francisco, but not as great as New York City.

Which of the following statements are we sure is true?

A.

San Francisco has the largest population of the three cities.

B.

New York has the largest population of the three cities.

C.

Los Angeles has the largest population of the three cities.

D.

The three cities have the same population.



12.  

	Identity theft, a new type of crime, does not involve stealing your car or your cash. It’s stealing personal information such as your credit card number. Identity theft has increased greatly with the rise of purchases on the Internet.

What must be true based on this information?

A.

Automobile theft has decreased in recent years.

B.

If you make purchases through the Internet, you might become the victim of identity theft.

C.

There was no identity theft before people made purchases through the Internet.

D.

If you don’t give out your credit card number on the Internet, you will almost certainly not be a victim of identity theft.



	


13.  

	Nobody likes to lose, but sometimes losing can give you a good opportunity. Losing may make you want to try harder. The harder you try, the better you may become.

What is the main point this article is making?

A.

Sometimes losing results in something good.

B.

Nobody likes losing.

C.

If you don’t try your hardest, you will become a loser.

D.

Losing is a good thing.



14.  

	During the 1700s and 1800s, American artists and writers mostly tried to imitate Europeans. By the 20th century, American artists and writers were finding their own ways to express themselves.

Which of the following is true based on the information above?

A.

American artists and writers in the 20th century were usually more skilled than American artists and writers in the 1700s and 1800s.

B.

European artists and writers in the 20th century usually did not find their own ways to express themselves.

C.

There were more American artists and writers in the 20th century than in the 19th century.

D.

American artists and writers in the 1900s did not try to imitate Europeans as much as American artists and writers in the 1700s and 1800s did.



15.  

	Paramagnetism is a type of magnetism found in compounds that may or may not contain iron. There are two types of paramagnetism: weak and strong. Strong paramagnetism, unlike weak paramagnetism, decreases as the temperature rises.

Which of the following is known to be true based on the information above?

A.

Weak paramagnetism is not affected at all by temperature.

B.

Strong paramagnetism is not affected when the temperature lowers.

C.

Certain compounds that don’t contain iron are paramagnetic.

D.

There are exactly two types of magnetism.



16.  

	Many years ago, there was a bird called the Dodo. None of these birds are alive today. There are certain animals living today that may also someday disappear from the earth.

What is the main idea of this passage?

A.

Some types of animals may not be alive in the future.

B.

The Dodo was a very powerful bird.

C.

Dodos only can be found today in desert areas.

D.

Many people are worried about how animals live.




	


17.  

	Comic books have changed over the years. Comic books are mostly read by youngsters, but sometimes they deal with adult subjects. A graphic novel is a sort of long, better-made comic book that appeals to some adults.

Which of the following is certainly true based on the information above?

A.

Some adults read graphic novels.

B.

Comic books do not deal with adult subjects.

C.

Youngsters do not read graphic novels.

D.

Graphic novels have not changed over the years.



18.  

	Sometimes we use expressions that seem to make no sense. That’s because they were first said many years ago for a particular reason. For example, "sleep tight" goes back to the days when mattresses were placed on a web of ropes. The ropes were pulled tight to stop the mattresses from sagging. Does it make more sense now?

What is the main idea or point of this passage?

A.

Mattresses have improved over the years.

B.

Certain expressions make sense when you know how they started.

C.

We should get rid of all the old expressions.

D.

Never tie a young person into a bed.



19.  

	Too many students run out in the morning with no "fuel in the engine." The engine is the body, and the fuel is breakfast. Why do we ignore what might be the most important meal of the day?

What is the main idea or point of this passage?

A.

Never leave home with an empty gas tank.

B.

Most young people have given up on cereal.

C.

We only need to eat one meal a day if that meal is breakfast.

D.

It’s important to start the day off with some kind of breakfast.



20.  

	Some people believe that William Shakespeare did not actually write all of the famous plays that people associate with his name. Instead, these people believe that a man named Edward DeVere was the real author.

Which of the following choices is supported by the passage?

A.

Edward DeVere wrote some of the plays that are usually associated with Shakespeare.

B.

William Shakespeare did not actually write all of the famous plays that are associated with his name.

C.

Shakespeare and DeVere worked together writing plays.

D.

Not everyone agrees about who wrote the plays that are associated with the name, "William Shakespeare."



	


