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Ms. Hyde’s Guide to writing a PERSUASIVE ESSAY.  

This handout was specifically created to accommodate students who need help with guided writing.


Ms. Hyde’s How to Write A Persuasive Essay Check List:

( Essay has a title

( Essay has a hook, background information that leads to three-point thesis

( Essay reiterates topic sentences that tells the reader what the paragraph is about

( Essay has concluding sentences that wrap-up ideas presented in each paragraph

( Essay has supporting details with citations i.e. direct quotes

( Essay has a strong conclusion that reiterates thesis differently and calls the 

     reader to action!
Student’s name:__________________________________________________Period:__

Writing A Persuasive Essay

Paragraph 1:

· Write a sentence, quote, definition, etc. that will “hook” the reader and get them interested in your topic and want to continue to read your essay:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Describe your point of view or position by writing a thesis statement:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


· List the 3 major reasons why you support your position on the topic.  You should use your three strongest factual reasons from your research.

First Reason _______________________________________________________________

Second Reason _____________________________________________________________

Third Reason  ______________________________________________________________  

· Write a concluding sentence to tie your paragraph together (recapitulate/summarize with analysis)

__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


Paragraph 2:  In this paragraph take the first major reason that you wrote above and fill in the following important points.  

First Reason Topic Sentence: ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

· Supporting detail #1 (this detail is factual & comes from your research or text)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Supporting detail #2  (this detail is factual & comes from your research or text)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Supporting detail #3 (this detail is factual & comes from your research or text)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Write a concluding sentence to tie your paragraph together (recapitulate/summarize with analysis)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3:  In this paragraph take the second major reason and fill in the following important points (this paragraph will be part of your argument so you will want to make sure these points are strong ones):


Second Reason Topic Sentence: ___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

· Supporting detail #1 (this detail is factual & comes from your research or text)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Supporting detail #2  (this detail is factual & comes from your research or text)


________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Supporting detail #3 (this detail is factual & comes from your research or text)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Write a concluding sentence to tie your paragraph together (recapitulate/summarize with analysis)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 4:  In this paragraph take the third major reason and fill in the following important points (this paragraph will be part of your argument so you will want to make sure these points are strong ones):

Third Reason Topic Sentence: ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

· Supporting detail #1 (this detail is factual & comes from your research or text)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Supporting detail #2  (this detail is factual & comes from your research or text)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Supporting detail #3 (this detail is factual & comes from your research or text)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Write a concluding sentence to tie your paragraph together (recapitulate/summarize with analysis)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


Paragraph 5:  This paragraph will be your last chance to convince your audience that your point of view is correct.  To do this you will want to do the following things:

· Begin with conclusion sentences that restates your position: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Restate the most important points you made in the rest of your paper.  Hint:  Use the three major reasons that you talked about in Paragraph One and create a strong conclusion.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Concluding sentence:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Your conclusion must be just as strong as your introduction.  Below is a checklist of suggestions that you might want to use.  Please check the appropriate boxes:

· ( Include a brief summary of the paper's main points.

· ( Ask a provocative question.

· ( Use a quotation.

· ( Evoke a vivid image.

· ( Call for some sort of action.

· ( End with a warning.

· ( Universalize (compare to other situations).

· ( Suggest results or consequences.
Ms. Hyde’s How to Write A Persuasive Essay Check List:

( Essay has a title

( Essay has a hook, background information that leads to three-point thesis

( Essay reiterates topic sentences that tells the reader what the paragraph is about

( Essay has concluding sentences that wrap-up ideas presented in each paragraph

( Essay has supporting details with citations i.e. direct quotes

( Essay has a strong conclusion that reiterates thesis differently and calls the 

     reader to take action or make a decision!
Opening Paragraph

· Write a sentence, quote, definition, etc. that will “hook” the reader and get them  interested in your topic and want to continue to read your essay:
The opening paragraph includes the thesis statement. The thesis statement states your

position. Within the paragraph you must also give three reasons that will support your

position.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph Two

The topic sentence of this paragraph will include Reason #1 from your opening

paragraph. Use facts from the story and facts you have researched that will explain

Reason #1.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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Paragraph Three

This will follow the same outline as Paragraph Two except that it will explain Reason #2.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph Four

This will follow the same outline as Paragraph Two except that it will explain Reason #3.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph Five

This is the conclusion. Restate your position and your three reasons. Convince your

reader that your position is the correct one.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Your conclusion must be just as strong as your introduction.  Below is a checklist of suggestions that you might want to use.  Please check the appropriate boxes:

· ( Include a brief summary of the paper's main points.

· ( Ask a provocative question.

· ( Use a quotation.

· ( Evoke a vivid image.

· ( Call for some sort of action.

· ( End with a warning.

· ( Universalize (compare to other situations).

· ( Suggest results or consequences.






























Use transitions to compare or contrast ideas.





Use transitions to compare or contrast ideas.





Use transitions to compare or contrast ideas.





Indent the first word of every paragraph (5 spaces or one tab)





Do NOT introduce any new ideas. The conclusion should contain a definite, positive statement or call to action, but that statement needs to be based on ONLY what you have provided in the essay. This is your last chance to persuade your reader on your point of argument-End Strong!


.





Write 3rd major reasons on your point of argument. Your TS tells the reader what the paragraph is about.





Write 2nd major reasons on your point of argument. Your TS tells the reader what the paragraph is about.





Write 1 of 3 major reasons on your point of argument. Your TS tells the reader what the paragraph is about.





Please be advised that these Reasons will be rewritten as your topic sentences in each body paragraph.
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