Ms. Hyde’s English 11

Research Paper Requirements   

Select one of the following controversial topics and write a research paper with parenthetical citations and works cited.  A title page, final outline, three Typed pages, 12 pt. font, Times Roman double-spaced, MLA (Modern Language Association) format. You must include ONLY one Internet source (.org, .gov, .edu), and two to three (a fourth one if necessary) book sources to support your thesis.  Your citations must be copied and turned in with final paper.

1. Is stem cell research ethical?

2. Media glorifies violence and sends the wrong message. It should be regulated/censored. 

3. Human trafficking. 

4. Public school students should wear uniforms to school. 

5. Scientists should be allowed to use animals to test new medicines.

6. Western vs. Eastern education (China vs. U.S)

7. FGM (Female Genital Mutilation)?

8. Male Circumcision
9. Should we have separate classes for honors students i.e. students placed in a homogenous rather than a heterogeneous environment?

10. The Pledge of Allegiance should be recited in school each day.

11. Does society have a right to put someone to death? Death Penalty

12. Darfur: Why should U.S. help when we have our own socio-economic problems?

13. Arranged Marriage: Should women/men have the right to choose?

14. President Bush made the right decision in sending our troops to fight the war in Iraq? 
15. All illegal immigrants should be given permanent status to live in the US without any repercussions.
16. Why Senator Hilary Clinton was the better candidate over Barak Obama for the presidency OR why Barak Obama was the better candidate for the presidency.
17. Should athletes be allowed to use any performance enhancement drugs HGH? 
18. Most Americans will choose Barak Obama as the next president due to emotions rather than follow their intellect. Or, due to the fact that he is African American.
19. To what extent does the private life and private morality of a public figure affect his or her ability to serve the public interest?
20. Are American Indians being treated fairly in the 1990s?
21. "Because marriage is a basic human right and an individual personal choice, RESOLVED, the State should not interfere with same-gender couples who choose to marry and share fully an equally in the rights, responsibilities, and commitment of civil marriage." The Marriage Resolution, by the Marriage Project of Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund. Basically, should same sex marriage be allowed? 
22. Should gays be permitted to serve in the military?
23. NYPD should have full autonomy to do their jobs. 

24. Piracy

25. Green-building

26. Legalization of drugs

27. Cloning

28. Euthanasia

29. American Cars vs. European or other

30. Should parents and other interested citizens censor textbooks 
31. and other literature for children in schools?
32. Should the United States have mandatory military conscription? For whom?
33. Should donors or their families be compensated for organ donations? How should people be selected to receive donor organs?
34. How should colleges manage their athletic programs in relation to their academic goals?
35. Do certain children's toys create social or emotional or other problems?
36. Should public servants (like school teachers, hospital workers, trash collectors) have the right to strike?
37. Should juvenile offenders be tried and punished as adults?
38. Should the federal government provide health care for all citizens who cannot afford their own?
39. Should unapproved drugs be made available as a last resort to patients with conditions for which conventional treatments are known to be ineffective?
40. Should surrogate motherhood be either banned or regulated be law?
41. Should adoption records be open rather than sealed
Selecting and Narrowing a Topic

Something that really interests you is the natural beginning of research because it stems from finding answers to questions.  Find a subject that you are passionate about or that you believe in being concerned about.  Care about your subject and the research becomes easier and more interesting. 

            Events that are happening now, global warming for example, provide fresh information in most Medias (magazines, books and internet).  To discover a subject you may be interested in, make a list of questions on the subject that you want to know more about, areas that fascinate you or have caused you to wonder.  This list becomes your broad or general subjects.

            After you decide upon a subject, evaluate if it is too large to be developed in a short paper.  You should concentrate on a particular aspect or question addressing your subject.  You want a subject that you can take a stand on or take a pro or con stance and defend your belief or stance with facts from valid sources.  Depend on your teacher to work through this subject selection process.

            Remember, this is not a report!  It is a research assignment and should be a process of researching information flow and validation of your beliefs on the subject. 

Your guide for beginning a research project should be questions such as:

   1. Is this topic on which is fresh and challenging for me?

   2. Is the topic appropriate for high school research?

   3. Have I chosen and idea about which I can be objective?

   4. Will I be able to develop a point in my writing on this subject?

   5. Can I locate an adequate variety of materials to know if my investigation is valid?
